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CEN FESSION of FAIT 


Reviſed in the Nationall Synod Jaſt held at Dordrecht, 
in the year of our Lord 1618, and 1619. 


The I Article. 


$57 E all do believe with the heart and confeſs with the mouth, that 
© there 1s one onely and ſingle Spiritual Being, which we call God: 
WY2H) everlaſting , incomprehenſible, inviſible, unchangeable, infi- 
PE ABES nite, almighty, perfeAly wiſe, juſt, good, and a ſuper-aboun- 
| =* ding fountain of all = 
We know him by two means: Firſt by the Creation, and maitaning, and 
governing of the whole World; ſeing it is before our eyes as a fair book, 
in which all che Creatures , both great and ſmall, are as characters, ſhowing 
unto us the inviſible things of God, viz. his eternal power and Godhead, as 
St. Paul faith, Rom. 1. 20. All which things are ſufficient to convince Man- 
kind, and to leave them without excuſe. Secondly he makes him ſelf known 
unto us more plainly and fully by his Holy and Divine Word, to wit, as 
much as we ſtand in need of in this life, to his Glory and the Salyation of 


his people; 
III. 


We confeſs that this Word of God was not ſent nor produced by the will 
of man, but holy men of God ſpoke as they were moved by the holy Ghoſt, as 
Sr. Peter tells us. God afterwards, by a ſpecial care which he takes for us 
and our Salvation , commanded his Servants, the Prophets, and Apoſtles , 
ro write down his manifeſted Word : And he himlſelt wrote with his own 
finger, the two Tables of the Law. Therefore we call ſuch Writings, Holy 


and Divine Scriptures. 
I'V. 


We comprehend the Holy Scriptures in the two Volumnes of the Old and 
New Teſtament, which are Canonical Books, without all contradiction. 


' Theſeare ſummed up in the Church of God after this manner: The Books of 


the Old Teſtament are the five Books of Moſes, viz. Geneſis, Exodus, Le- 
viticus, Numbers, Deuteronome; the Book of Joſhua, Judges, Ruth, two 
Books of Samuel, and two Books of the Kings, two Books of the Chroni. 
cles; rhe firſt Book of Ezra, Nehemiah, Eſther, Job, the Pſalms of David, 
the three Books of Solomon, viz. the Proverbs, Eccleſiaſtes, and the Song; 
the four great Prophets, viz. Iſaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel and Danie!; and 
the other twelf leſler Prophets, viz. Hoſea, Juel, Amos, Obadiah, f£nah, 
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4 Confeſſion of Faith. 
Micah, Nahum, Habbakuk, Zephaniah, Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi. 
Thoſe of the New Teſtament are the four Evangeliſts, viz. Mathew, Mark, 
Luke, John; the Acts of the Apoſtles, the fourteen Epiſtles of the Apoſtle 
Paul, viz. tothe Romans, two to the Corinthians, to the Galatians, to the 
Epheſians, to the Philippians, to the Coloſſians, two to the Theſſalonians , 
two to Timothie, to Titus, to Philemon, to the Hebrews; the ſeven Epiſt- 
les of rhe other Apoſtles, v:s. the Epiſtle of James, the two Epiſtles of Pe- 
ter, the three Epiſtles of John, the Epiſtle ot Jude, and the Reyelation of 
che Apoltlc John. 
V 


Theſe Books onely we receive as holy and canonical, to the regulating , 
grounding, and confirming of our Faith 3 believing without any doubt all 
which is contained in them , not ſo much becauſe the Church doth receive 
and take them for ſuch 5; but more eſpecially becauſe the holy Ghoſt bears 
witneſs in our hearts that they are from God ; ſeeing they carry the evidence 
of it along with them: for the very blind are able to perceive the fulfilling of 
thoſe matters, that are fore told in the ſame; 
| VI. 

We diſtinguiſh thoſe holy Books from the Apocryphal, viz. the third and 
fourth Book of Ezdras, the Books of Tobie and Judith, the Books of Wis- 
dom, Jeſus Syrach, Baruch, the Appendix to the book of Eſther, the prayer 
of the three men in the fire, the Hiſtory of Suſanne, that of the Image of Bell, 
and the Dragon, the prayer of Manaſle, the Books of the Macchabees. All 
which the Church may read, and take inſtruction out of them, in as much 
as they do agree with the Canonical Books: But they have not ſuch a power 
and efficacy, as to confirm by any of their Teſtimonies any point of the Faith 
or Chriſtian Religion; much leſs, to detra&t of the authority of thoſe other 
Holy Books. 

VII. 


We believe that theſe Holy Scriptures doe fully contain the will of God, 
and that every thing, which a man ought to believe unto Salvation, is ſuffi. 
ciently taughtin the ſame. For becauſe the whole manner of ſervice which 
God requires of us, is writ down 1n them at large, it is unlawfull, forany 
one thoan Apoſtle, roteach otherwiſe then we are taught by the Holy Scrip- 
tures; nay though it wasan Angel from heaven, as S*. Paul ſaith. For ſeeing 
it is forbidden to add unto, ortake away any thing from the word of God, 
it doth evidently appear that the DoCtrine of it is very perfe&t, and compleat 
inall reſpe&ts. Neither ought we to compare the writings of any men, tho 
never ſo holy, unto thoſe diyine Scriptures; nor the cuſtoms with the truth 
of God, (forthe truth is above all) nor the great multitude, nor Antiquity, 
nor Succeſſion of times or Perſones, nor Councels or Decrees. For all men 


are naturally Lyars, and more yain then Vanity it ſelf, Therefore we __ 
| | wit 
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- with our very heart, every thing which doth not agree with this infallible. 
'Rule, as the Apoſtles have taught us, ſaying, Try ihe Spirits whether they 


areof God. And, If there come anyunto you, and vring not this Dotirime , re- 
cerve him not into your houſe. 
VIII. 


According to this truth and this Word of God, we believe in one onely 
God, who 1s one ſingle Being, which are three perſons in deed and in truth 
and from everlaſting diſtinguiſhed, according to their incommunicable At- 
tributes, vis. the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt. The Father 
is the cauſe, the original, and the beginning of all things, both viſible and 
inviſible : the Son is the Word, the Wisdom, and the Image of the Father: 
the Holy Ghoſt is the eternal ſtrength and power proceeding from the Father 
and the Son. Nevertheleſs God is not, by this diſtinftion , divided into 
three, ſince the Holy Scriptures doe teach us, That the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Ghoſt, each of them hath his ſubſtance, diſtinguiſhed by their 
Attributes; but thus, that theſe three perſons are but one onely God. Hence 
it is plain, that the Father is not the Son , and that the Son is not the Father, 
and that neither the Holy Ghoſt is the Father, nor the Son. Howbeit 
theſe perſons thus diſtinguiſhed, are not divided, nor mixed together. For 
the Father has not taken upon him the Fleſh, neither hath the Holy Ghoſt 
done it; but onely the Son: the Father hath never been without his Son, 
or without his Holy Ghoſt; for they are all three coeternall, and cocſlenrial. 
There is no firſt nor laſt ; for they are all three one in truth, in power, in 
goodneſs, and mercy. 

I'X. 

All this we know from the Teſtimonies of the Holy Scriptures, as alſo 
from the Operations of them, and chiefly by thoſe which we feel in ourſelves. 
The Teſtimonies of the Holy Scriptures, that teach us to believe this holy 
Trinity , are held forth in many places of the Old Teſtament ; which 1s 
needleſs to ſum up; onely to ſelet them diſtin&tly and judicially. In Genel. 
1: 26. God faith, Let us make man in our image, after our likeneſs, &c, and 


' YV'8.27. SoGod created man in his own image , male and female created he them. 


And Gen. 3: 22. Behold the man is become as one of us. From thence it ap- 
peares, that there is more then one Perſon in the Godhead 3 when he ſaith 
Let US make Man in our Image: and he points at the ſingleneſs, when he 
faith, God created, It is very true, he doth nor ſay, how many perſones 
there are; but that which ſeemes obſcure unto us in the Old Teſtament, is 
very plain in the New: for when our Lord was baptiſed in Jordan, the voice 
of the Father was heard, ſaying, Thzs is my beloved Son, the Son was ſeen in 
the water, and the holy Ghoſt made himſelf manifeſt in the ſhape of a Dove. 
Likewiſe in the Baptiſm of Believers this form is inſtiruted by Chriſt. Bap- 
tize all Nations inthe name of the Father , and of the Son, andof the Holy ny 
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6 Confeſſion of Faith. 
- In the Goſpel of St. Luke the Angel Gabriel ſpeakes to Mary , the Mother 
of our Lord , after this manner ; The holy Ghoſt shall come upon thee, and the 
power of the Higheſt shall over «Shadow thee : therefore alſo that holy thing 
which shall be born of thee, shall becalled the Son of God. At another place 
it is ſaid. TheGrace of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, and the Love of God, and the 
fellowship of the Holy Ghoſt be with you, There are three that bear record in 
heaven the Father, the Word, and the holy Ghoſt; and theſe three are one. In 
all theſe places we are fully taught that there are three Perſons in one ſole 
Divine Beeing ; and tho this DotCtrine farr ſurpaſſes the underſtanding of 
man, we nevertheleſs now believe the ſame through the Word, waiting untill 
we ſhall enjoy the compleat knowledge and the fruits thereof in Heaven. 
Further more we muſt conſider the particular Offices and operations of theſe 
three Perſons, towards us: The Father is called our Creator by his Power 
the Son is our Saviour and Redeemer, by his Blood; the Holy Ghoſt is our 
Sanctifier by his dwelling in our hearts. This Do&trine of the holy Trinity 
hath alwayes been afſented and maintained by the true Church, everſince 
the times of the Apoſtles, hitherto, againſt the Jewes, Mahumetans, and 
ſome falſe Chriſtians and Hereticks, as Marcion, Manes, Praxeas, Sabel- 
lius, Samoſatenus, Arrius and ſome others who have juſtly been condemned 
by the holy Fathers. Therefore in this point we do willingly receive the 
three Symbols of the Faith, v/z. that of the Apoſtles, of Nicea, and of Atha- 
naſius; and alſe that which conformable there unto is agreed upon by the 


Ancients. 
X 


We belceve that Jeſus Chriſt according to his divine Nature is the onely 
begotten Son of God , born from eternity ; not made, nor created ( for 
then he ſhould be a Creature) but coeſſential with the Father, alſo coeter- 
nall, the expreſs image of his Fathers ſubſtance, and the brightneſs of his 
Glory, equalwith him 1n all things. Who 1s the Son of God not onely 
trom the time that he hath taken upon him our nature, but from all eter- 
nity, as theſe Teſtimonies teach us, when compared together ; Moſes faith 
thar God hath created the World ; and Sr. John faith that all things are 
created by that Word which he calles God ; the Apoſtle ſaith that God has 
made the times by his Son, alſo thac God created all things through Jeſus 
Chriſt ; then conſequently he that 1s called God, the Word, the Son, and 
Jeſus Chriſt, muſt needs have been before, if ſo be that all things are created 
by him. And therefore faith the Propher Micah , Hs goings forth have been 
from of old, from everlaſting ; and the Apoſtle, That he hath neither begin- 
ning of dayes, nor end of life. Then he is the true everlaſting God, the omni- 
potent, whom we adore, worſhip and ſerye, 

X I. 


Webelieveand confeſs alſo that the holy Ghoſt proceeds from the Father 
and 
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and the Son from everlaſting, not being made, nor created, nor born , but 
onely proceeding from both ; who is in order the third Perſon of the Trinity ; 
coeflential, and equal in Majeſty and glory with: the Father and the Son: 
being trueand eternal God, as the _ Scriptures do teach us. 

II. 

We believe that the Father by his Word, that is, by his Son hath crea- 
ted out of nothing , the Heaven , the Farth, and all Creatures, when it 
ſcemed good unto him, giving unto every Creature its beeing, ſhape and 
form, and ſeverall offices to ſerve his Creator; that he doth alſo up hold and 

vern them according to his eternal providence and infinite power, for the 
ervice of mankind 'Tat.fo Man may ſerve his God. He hath alſo created 
the Angels good, for to be his Meſſengers, and Miniſters unto his elc&ted : 
ſome of which are fallen from that Excellency, in which God created them , 
intoeverlaſting deſtru&ion ; and others have kept ſteadfaſt , by the Grace of 
God, intheirprimitive ſtate. The Devils and evil ſpirits are ſo farr corrupted, 
that they are become enemies unto God and every good thing: laying in 
wait, tothe utmoſt off their power, like robbers and murtherers for the Church 
and eyery member thereof, for to ſpoil and deſtroy all by their deceit. And 
ſo they ve condemned by their own wickedneſs unto eternal damnation , 
daily expeCting their horrible torments. Therefore we reject and abhor the 
error of the Sadducees, who denied the exiſtency of Spirits and Angels; as 
alſo the error 'of the Manichees, who affirm that the original of the Devils is 
out of them ſelves, inasmuch that they are evil by their own nature, with- 
out haying been corrupted. wires 


We belieye that the ſame good God, after having created all things, hath 
not dismiſt them, nor given them up to Chance or Fortune; but governs 
and rules them according to his holy will, not ſuffering any thing to fall our 
in this World without his dire&tion; nevertheleſs God is neither Author, 
nor guilty of any ſin that is committed. For his Power and goodneſs is ſo 
large and incomprekenſible, that he operates and aQts all his works juſtly , even 
then when the Deyils and the wicked do aCt injuſtly: And as to his ating of 
any thing which ſurpaſſes the underſtanding of men; we will not be to nice 1n 
ſearching any further, then our capacity will admit : but we do humbly adore 
with all due reſpe& and humility the righteous Judgements of God, which 
are hid from us; contenting our ſelves that we are Diſciples of Chriſt, onely 
for to learn thoſe things, which he makes manifeſt in his word , withouc 
pafſing beyond thofe Limits. This Do&rine affords us unſpeakable con, 
ſolation ; ſince we are taught thereby , that nothing can befall us by chance, 
bur all is by the direQion of our bounrifull heavenly Father, who watches 
over us with a Fatherly care, keeping all Creatures under his Power, ſo 


that not a hair of our head (for they are all numbred) nor a Bird , can fall 
| upon 
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8 Confeſſion of Faith. 
upon the ground, without the will of our Father : on whom we do rely; 
wel knowing thar he refrains the Devils and all our Enemies , who are not 
able, without his will and permiſſion, ro. hurt us. ' And thus we reject that 
damnable Error of the Epicureans, who ſay, that God doth not trouble 
him ſelf with any thing, but permits all to be afted by Chance. 

| XIV. | 

We believe that God hath created Man out of the duſt of the Earth, and 
has made and formed him after his own image and likeneſs, good, righteous 
and holy, being able to make his will agree in all things with the will of 
God. Bur being ſtated in honour he him ſelf did notunderſtand ir, neither 
knew he his Excellency ; but ſubje&ed himſelf wilfully unto ſin, and 
conſequently unto Death and the Curſe, giving ear unto the word of 
the Devil. For he transgreſſed the command of Life , which he had re- 
ceived, and by fin ſeparated him ſelf from God, his true life, having cor- 
rupted his whole nature: whereby he hath brought upon him corporal and 
Spirituall death. _ thus become wicked, perverted, and corrupted in 
all his wayes, he has loſt all excellent gifts, which he had received from God ; 
having nothing left him, but ſome ſmall remnants thereof, which are ſuffi- 
cient to leaye man without excuſe: forall the Light which is in us, changed 
into Darkneſs ; as the Scriptures do teach us, ſaing The Lyght shineth in 
Darkneſs, and the Darkneſs comprehended it not.. Where St. John calls men 
Darkneſs. Therefore we reject all which is taught, contrary to this, of the 
Free-will of men, ſeeing Man is but a Slave to fin, and can receive nothi 
but what is given him from Heaven. For who can glory of any good which 
he is able to do out of him ſelf; ſince Chriſt faith No man can come unto me , 
except the-Father , who has ſent me, drawes him? Whocan rely upon hisown 
will, if he underſtands that to be carnally minded is Enmity. againſt God? 
' Who can ſpeak of his knowledge, ſeeing the natural man receiveth not the 
things of the Spirit of God? In a word, who ſhall propound any thought, 
ſince he knowes, that we are not able our of our ſelyes to think any thing, 
as from our ſelyes, bur that our ability is from God: and therefore what the 
Apoſtle faith ought with right to be kept ſure and firme; That God worketh 
in us bothtowill and todo, of his good pleaſure : forthere is no underſtanding nor 
will conformable unto the underſtanding of God, but what Chriſt has wrought 
in man; which heteacheth us, ſaying, Hithout me yee can do nothing. 

X V 


We believe that through the disobedience of Adam the Originall Sinn has 
ſpread it ſelf oyer all Mankind: which is a Corruption of the whole Nature, 
and an hereditary diſeaſe, where with all Infants are infe&ted eyen in, their 
mothers wombi, and which produceth in man all ſorts of ſinn, being in him as 
a root thercof; and is therefore ſo vile. and abominable in the ſight of God, 


that it is ſufficient eo condemn all mankind; neither is ir quite put away or 
deſtroyed 


+ Gs 


PM no i. 


—7 


* ww” as” Ras 5) V0 
+. 


— 
Reno nt 4 FRA 


LIMI 


3 thingelſe but from imitation. 


-— 
[ PEER 


Confeſſion of Faith. -9 
deſtroyed by the Baptiſm : but ſin doth always proceed from this _—_— 
fountain , as water out of a well: yctirt is not imputed the Children of God 
unto damnation, bur by his grace and Mercy it is forgiven them« not for to 
reſtquietin ſin; but becauſe the Belieyers ſhould often groan under the ſence 
of this corruption, deſiring to be diſſolved from this body of death. And 
therefore we rejett the doftrine of the Pelagians, who ſay that this fin is no- 


XVI. 

Wee believe that the whole generation of Adam being fallen into corruption 
and ruine by the in of the firſt man, God hath ſhewed him ſelf ſuch as he is, viz. 
Mercifull andjuſt : Mercifull, becauſe he draweth our of this Corruption and 
deliversthoſe, whom he hath eleCted in his eternal and unchangeable council, of 
his meer mercy in Chriſt Jeſus our Lord ; without any regard unto their works. 
Juſt, becauſe he leaves others intheir fall and deſtruction, wherein they have 
caſt themſelves. | 

X VII. 

Wee believe that our gracious God , by his wonderful wisdom and good- 
nes , ſceing that man had caſt him ſelf into a corporal aad ſpifitual Death, and 
ſo was become a moſt miſerable creature, hath even ſought for him when he 
fled away from him with trembling; and comforted him, promiſing him to give 
his ſon, who ſhould be born of a woman , and bruiſe the head of the Serpent, 
to make him everlaſting happy. 

X VIIL. 


Wee confeſs that God hath fullfilled the promiſes which he hath made unto 
the Fathers by the mouth of his holy Prophets, ſending his own onely begotten 
eternal ſon in the world in due time, who took upon him the form ofa ſervant, 
and is become like unto man, taking indeed upon him a regal humane nature, 
with all its infirmities, fin onely excepted; being conceived in the womb of 
the bleſſed virgin Mary, by the virtue of the Holy Ghoſt without the means 
of man. And he hath not onely taken upon him the humane nature, as to the 
Body, bur alſo a real human ſoule, that ſo he might be a real man. For ſeeing 
that both the Soul and the body were loſt, it was needfull that he ſhould rake 
them both upon him, that ſo they might both be ſaved. Therefore in oppo- 
ſition ro the' Hereſy of the Anabaprtiſts , who deny that Chriſt rook humane 
fleſh from his Mother, wee confeſs, that Chriſt is become partaker of the 
fleſh and blood of Children ; that he is a fruit of the Loins of David after 
the fleſh, proceeded from the ſeed of David after the Fleſh; a fruit of Mary's 
Womb; begotten by a Woman, a branch of David, a Shoot from the root 
Jeſle, deſcended from the Tribe of Juda , proceeded from the Jews after the 
fleſh, of the ſeed of Abraham, ſince he took upon him the ſeed of Abraham, 
and 1s become like unto his Brethren in all things, ſin excepted; ſo that of 
.2 truth he 15 our Immanuel, that is, God with us, = 
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Wee believe that the Perſon of the Son, through this conception , is united 
and joined infeparably with the humane nature ; fo that there ate not rwo 
Sons of God, nor two Perſons ; but two natures in one ſingle Perſon u- 
nited, yet every nature keeping its diſtinCt attribute As the divine Na- 
ture hath atwayes been uncreated , without beginning of dayes or end of 
life, falling heaven and earth; alſo the humane nature hath nor loſt its qua- 
lities ; | but remained a Creacure having beginning of dayes, being a finall 
nature, and keeping all that which belongs to a true body. And although 
he faſtened immorrtality upon it, by his Reſurre&ion, yet he hath notchanged 
the reality of his humane nature ; becauſe our falyation and reſurreCtion alſo 
depends from the reality of his body. But theſe two natures are united ſo 
cloſe in one perſon , that they have not been ſeparated even by his death. 
Therefore that which at his dying he committed in the hands of his Father, 
was a real Humane Spirit, departing from his body ; nevertheleſs the divine 
nature was alwayes united with the humane, even when he laid in the Grave: 
And the Godhead did not ceaſe in him, no more then when he was a little 
Child, tho ir did not appear ſo manifeſtly for a while. Therefore we confeſs 
him to be real God and real Man ; real God, for to overcome Death , by his 
power; andreal man, that by the infirmirty of his fleſh he might die for us. 


Wee believe that God, whois perfe&ly merciful andjuſt, hath fent his Son 


for to take upon him that nature, in which the disvbedience was committed : 


that ſo in it he might give farisfa&tion for, and ſuffer the puniſhment of ſin by 


his ſevere ſufferings and Death. ' Thus God hath exerciſed his juſtice againſt his 
Son, when he Laid our fins upon him; and hath powred forth his Good- 
neſs and Mercy on us, who were guilty and worthy of condemnation in giving 
his Son up unto Death, through a perfe& love; and raiſing him up to our juſtt- 
cation, that ſo by him we might _— 1mmortality, and life eternal. 
X I. 
Wee believe Jeſus Chriſt to be an everlaſting High-prieſt with and after the 


order of Melchiſedec , having propoſed him ſelf in our name to the Father 


for toallay his anger with full ſatisfa&tion , offering him ſelf up unto the Croſs, 
and ſhedding his precious blood, tothe cleanſing of our fins, as the Prophets 
have fore-told. For it is written, that the puniſhment is laid upon the Son 
of God, that we might have peace, and be healed by his wounds; that he 
was brought ro death like a Lamb, being reckoned among the malefaCtors ; 
that he was condemned as a malefattor by Pontius Pilate, although he found 
him not guilty. Thus he has paied for that, which he did nor rob, and ſuffe- 
red, though juff\, for the un juſt both in body and ſoul, feeling the horrible pu- 
niſhment which oyr ſins deſerved, inasmuch that his ſweat became, like unto 


drops of bloud falling upon the ground. He cryed , My God, my God, why haſt” 
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thou forſaken me ? Suffering al this for the remiſſion of our ſins. Therefore 


; we ſay right wel with Saint Paul, That we do not know any thing , ſave Chriſt, 


and him crucified; we count all things but dung , for the excellency of the knows- 


ledge of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt: wefind all manner of conſolation in his wounds, 
an 


we have no need to ſeck or invent any other means, to be reconciled 


1 - unto God, but this one ſacrifice once offered up, through which the Belie- 
vers become perfett for ever. This alſo 1s the cauſe why he was called by 


the Angel of God, Jeſus, that is Saviour, becauſe he ſhould ſave his people 
from their ſins. 
XXII. 

Wee believe, That for the attaining to the true knowledge of this Myſtery, 
the Holy. Ghoſt kindles in our hearts a ſincere Belief, which embraces Jeſus 
Chriſt withall his merits, and owns him, ſeeking nothing beſides him. For 
it muſt needs follow, that either every thing, which is required to our ſal- 
vation, isnot in Chriſt Jeſus; or if all chivys are in him, then he, whoen- 
Joys Chriſt by Faith, muſt have his ſalvation intirely. Now to ſay that Chriſt 
is not ſufficient, but that there wants ſomething beſides him , would be to 
groſs a Blaſphemy; for hence it would follow, that Chriſt was bur half a Sa- 
v1Oour. Therefore wee have juſt cauſe to ſay with St. Paul, that weeare juſtified 
onely by Faith, or by Faith without works. Yet, to ſpeak more properly, 
wee do not mean the Faith to be that, by which wee arejuſtified, for1t is but an 
Inſtrument, by which wee embrace Chriſt, our righteousneſs. p_ Chriſt 
1mpucing usall his merits, and ſo many holy works as be has done for usand in 
our room 1s our Righteousnes, and Faith is an Inſtrument by which wee are 
made partakers of all his goods; which being become ours, are more then 
ſufficient to the abſolving us of our ins 

XXIIL. 

Wee belieye that our happineſs conſiſts in the Remiſſion of our ſins, for Je- 
ſus Chriſt akc; and that our righteousneſs before God is contained therein 
as David and St. Paul do teach us, declaring this to be the happineſs of man , 
that God imputes him the righteousneſs without works; and the ſame Apoſtle 
ſaith that wee arcjuſtified freely , or through Grace, by the Redemption which 
151n ChriſtJeſus. And therefore wee do o—_ lay hold of this foundation ; 
Ziving all glory unto God, and humbling and acknowledging our ſelfs to be 
ſuch, asrealy wee are: without boaſting of any thing out of our ſelyes, or our 
own merits, bur onely relying on the obedience of Chriſt the crucified ; 
which is ours, if wee believe in him; being ſufficient to hide all our Iniqui- 
ties, and to give us boldneſs, to free the conſgience from terror, aſtoniſh- 
ment and fear to approach unto God ; withour doing like our firſt Father 
Adam, who trembling covered him ſelf with fig- leaves. And truly if wee 
wcre to appear before God, relying upon our ſelves, or any other creature, 


though neyer ſo little, alas! wee: would be devoured. And therefore eyery 
B 2 | one 
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one _ to ſay with David; Lord do not enter into judgment with thy fer- * 


vanr; fornoliving creature will be juſtified before thee. 
XXIV. 


Wee believe, that this true Faith being wrought in man, by the hearing 


of the Word of God, and the operation of the Holy Ghoſt, doth regene- 
rate and change him into a new man, by which he comes tolive a new life, 
and is made free from the bondage of ſin ; This juſtifying Faith therefore is 
ſo far from making man grow cold in an honeſt and holy life; char without 
it they will never do any thing out of love unto God, but onely out of love 
unto themſelves, and for fear of being damned. It is therefore impoſfible 
that this holy Faith ſhould be unfruirfull in man ;. for wee do not ſpeak of 
a vain Belief, bur of ſuch an one which.in the Scriptures 1s called a Faith that 
worketh by Love, and ſtirreth man to the excerciſe of thoſe works, which 
God hath commanded in his Word. Which works, if they proceed from 
the good root of Faith, are good and acceptable unto God, becauſe they are ſan- 
Qified by his Grace ; in the mean while they are of no account towards our 
Juſtification. Forit is by Faith in Chriſt that wee are juſtified, even before 
wee do any good works ; otherwiſe they could not be good, no more then 
the fruit of a Tree can be good, before the Tree it ſelf is good: Thus wee do 

ood works, bur not forany merit, (' for what could wee merit? ) Nay wee 
are beholding unto God for thoſe good works which we do do, and not he 
unto us ;, ſince it is he that worketh in us both to will and to do, accordin 
0 his own good pleaſure. Let us therefore take notice of this faying which 
iS left upon record: Yhen ye shall have done all theſe things, which are com- 
manded you, ſay, wee are unprofitable ſervants.: wee have done that which was 
our duty to do. Yet wee do. not deny that God rewards the good works, but 
it is through his grace, that he crownes his Gifts. Moreover though wee at 
good works, yet weedo not build our ſalvation thereon :. for wee can do noth- 
ing which is not defiled by our fleſh, and worthy of puniſhment; and though 
it were otherwiſe, yet the remembrance of one ſin is ſufficient, to make God 
reje&t it. So wee ſhould always be doubttull and floating to and fro, without 
any certainty, and our poor conſciences be vexed continually, if they did not 
rely on the meritsof the ſufferings and dying of our Saviour. 


XXV. 

Wee believethat the Ceremonies and Figures of the Law are ceaſed at the 
coming of Chriſt, and that all ſhadows are finiſhed : wherefore the uſe and 
prattiſe of them ought to be abrogated among the Chriſtians: yet the truch 
and ſubſtance of the ſame remaines with us in Chriſt Jeſus, in whom they 
are fulfilled,, in the mean while wee make uſe of the Teſtimonies of the Law 
and the Prophets, to confirm us in the Goſpel, and to order our life and 
. converſation in all honeſty ,. to. the Glory gf God, according to his will. 
XXVI. Wee 
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Confeſſion of Faith. 1:3. 
XXVL 
Wee believe that wee haveno acces unto God, but by the onely Mediator 


{ and Advocate Chriſt Jeſus the righteous: who for this cauſe is become man, 
/ uaiting together the divincand humane nature, that ſo wee might have acces: 


unto the divine Majeſty ; for otherwiſe our acces would be barred up ; But 


| this Mediator, whom the Father hath given us, to interceed between him 


and us @muſt not deter us through his goodneſs ; and cauſe us to ſeek for 


* another according to our fancy. For there is none in heaven nor in earth 


among the Creatures, who loveth us more then Jeſus Chriſt ; who, tho he 
was in the form of God, yet made him ſelf of no reputation, and took. 
upon him the form of a man and a ſervant, for our ſakes, and is made like. 
unto his Brethren in all things. Now if wee were to ſeek foranother Media 


; tor, that might be favourable unto us. whom could wee find that would love 


us more, then he who laid down his life for us, even whilſt wee were his Ene- 
mies? Andit wee look for one thats mighty and majeſtious ; who is more con» 
ſpicuous then he thar ſits at the right hand of his Father, having all power in 
heaven and earth? Who ſhall bee ſooner heard then the welbeloved Son of 
God, Therefore it is onely by a miſtruſting that this praftice was introdu- 
ced of diſhonouring the Saints inſtead of honouring them, doing that which 
they never haye done nar __—_ » burconſtantly and according to their duty 
rejeted, as appeares from their writings. And it ought not to be objeted 
here that wee are not worthy, for it is not intended that wee ſhould offer up 
our prayers on the account of our worthineſs, but onely becauſe of the Ex- 
cellency and worthineſs of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, whoſe righteouſneſs is be- 
come ours by Faith. The Apoſtle therefore, to take away from us this foo« 
liſh fear, or rather miſtruſt, tells us, that Ze/wus Chriſt is made like unto his 
Bretheren in all things; that he might be a Mercifull and faithfull High Prieſt, 
to purify the fins of the people. hor in that he him ſelf bath ſuffered, being 
tempted he us able to ſuccour them that are tempted. And togive us more en- 
couragement togotohim, he tells us. Seeing then that wee have a great High- 
prieſt that. us paſſed into the Heavens , Jeſus the Son of God, let ws bold faſt 
our profeſſion. For wee have not an High-prieſt, which cannot be touched with 
the feeling of our infirmities : but was in all points tempted like wee are , yet with- 
out fin. Let us therefore come boldly unto the Throne of grace, that wee may 
obtaine Mercy, and find grace to help in time of need. Theſame Apoftle faith, 
that wee haye liberty, 70 enter into the Holieſt by the blood of Feſus.; Let ms 
draw near, ſaith he, in full aſſurance of faith, &c. Item, Chrif7 hath an 
wnchangeable Prieſthood : whereſore he us able to ſave them tothe uttermoſt, that 
come unto God by him, ſceing he evrr liveth to make interceſſion for them. 
What do wee then want more, fince Chriſt him ſelt ſayes. I am the way, and 
the truth, and the life ;_ no man cometh to the Father out by me. Why ſhould 
wee look for another Adyocate, ſecing it hath pleaſcd God to giye us his ” 

Da. or 
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for an Adyocate. Let us not leaye him for to take another, or rather to 
ſeek for another, without ever finding him: for when God did give him an- 
to us, he knew very well that wee were Sinners. Therefore according to 
Chriſts commandment , wee call upon our heavenly Father through Jeſus 
Chriſt our onely Mediator , as wee are taught in the Lords prayer; being 
aſſured that what ever wee pray for to the Father in his name , it ſhall be 
gLYEN Us. . 

XX VII. 

Wee believe and profeſs one onely Catholick or univerſal Church, which 
is a holy Congregation of true Chriſtian believers, who expe their ſalva- 
tion alrogether in Chriſt Jeſus, being waſhed by his blood, and SanQtifyed 
and ſealed by the holy Ghoſt. This Church hath been from the beginning 
of the World, and will continue to the end of it: as doth appear by Chritt 
his being an everlaſting King, who cannot be without ſubje&ts. And this 
holy. Church 1s kept and preſerved by God againſt the rage of the whole 
World: although ſomtimes ſhe may become very ſmall, and almoſt vaniſhed 
in the eyes of men: as when the Lord, during the dangerous Reign of A- 
* Chab, had kept ſeven thouſand men, who had not bowed their knees be- 
fore Baal. Moreover this Holy Chureh is not ſituated in or bound or li- 
mited to a certain place, or to certain perſons, bur ſhe is ſpread and ſcat- 
tered through the whole World, being neye: theleſs joined together and u- 
nited with heart, will, and the ſame Spirit, by the power of Faith, 

XX VIII 

Wee belieye, ſeeing this holy Congregation is an Aſſembly of thoſe that 
are ſaved, and that without it there 15 no ſalvation , that none, of what 
condition or quality ſoeyer, ought to keep him elf ſeparate, or to rely upon 
his own perſon; but that it is the duty of all men to join and comply with 
it, preſerving the unity of the Church , ſubmitting them ſelves to the In- 
ſtruction and Cenſure thereof, bowing their necks under the yoke of Chriſt 
Jeſus, and ſerving to the edification of the Brethren, according to the gift 
which God hath afforded them; as mutual members of the ſame body ; and 
to the berter compaſling of theſe ends, it is a duty incumbent on all belie- 
vers, according to the Word of God , to ſeparate them ſelves from thoſe 
that are not of che Church, and to join to this Congregation , in what place 
ſoever God hath conſtituted the fame , although it were contrary to the 
decrees of Magiſtrates and Princes, even on pain of corporal puniſhment, 
ordeath, Wherefore all thoſe, who ſeparate them ſelves from this Church, 
or do not join with 1t, at againſt the ordinance of God. 

XXIX. 

Wee believe thar it is requiſite, to ſearch diligently, and with a circum- 

ſpect care to diſcerne from the Word of God, which is the true Church; 


{ance all Sets that are in the World now adayes do coyer them ſelyes _ 
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the name of the Church. Wee do not ſpeak of the company of Hypocrites, 
who are mixed in the Church amongſt the good ones, without belongin 
to the Church, th6 outwardly they arein it: but wee ſay that the body - 
Communion of the true Church ought to be diſtinguiſhed from all Secs 
who call them ſelves the Church. The marks to know the true Church by are 
theſe : If in the Church there 1s a pure preaching of the Goſpel; If the pure 
adminiſtration of the Sacraments, fo as it 1s inſtituted by Chriit him ſelf, is 
made uſe of; If the Eccleſiaſtical cen{ure1s«xerciſed for the puniſhmentof ſins; 
Ina word , if the converſation is according,to the pure Word of God, rejeting 
all things contrary thereunto, and holding Jeſus Chriſt as the onely head: By 
theſe tokens one may certainly know the true Church, and noneought toſe- 
parate themſelyes from rhe ſame. And as for thoſe that are ofthe Church, 
they may be known by the marks of che Chriſtians, vis. by their Faith, and 
when they have receivedthe onely Saviour. Jeſus Chriſt , avoiding ſin, and 
purſuing righteousneſs, loving the true God and their neighbour, notdecli. 
ning neither to the right nor to theleft hand, and crucifying their fleſh with 
itsdeeds : Neverthelels rhey may be attended with great weakneſs, but they 
fighr againſt it through the Spiric all the dayes of their life, having continually 
recoursto the blood , death, ſufferings and obedience of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
in which they have remiſſion of fins, through Faith in him. As for thefalſe 
Church, ſhe aſcribes unto her ſelf and her ordinances more power and Autho- 
rity, then tothe Word of God ; and will not ſubmit untothe yoke of Chriſt ; 
ſheadminiſters the Sacraments not afrer ſuch a Manner as Chriſt hath inſtituted 
in his word: but ſheaddsand takes away, according to her pleaſure: She re. 
lyeth more upon men , then upon Chriſt; ſhe perſecutes thoſe who livea holy 
life, according to the Word of God, and who rebuke her faults, coveteous- 
neſs and Idolatry. Theſe two Churches may eaſily be known and diſtin» 


guiſhed. 
XR RX. 
Wee belieye that this true Church muſt be governed according to the Spiri- 


ruall policy which our Lord hath taught us in his word : v7z. That there mult 


be Miniſtersor Paſtors for to preach the Word of God, and to adminiſter the 
Sacraments z asalſo Overſeers and Deacons to make up together with the Pa- 
ſtors an Eccleſiaſtical Councel; and by this means to maintain the true Reli- 
gion, and to procure a free courſe for the true Doctrine ; likewiſe that the 
T ransgreſlors be puniſhed and reſtrained by Spirituall means ; that the poor and 


diſtreſſed be alforelieved and comforted , according to what they ſtand in need 


of. Through theſe means all rhings will proceed well and orderly in the 
Church, when ſuch perſons are choſen whoare faithfull, and according to the 
rule which St. Paul preſcribesin his Epiſtle tro Timothy. 

XXXI 


Wee belieye that the Miniſters of the Word of God, and the —_—_ and 
ea- 
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Deacons, ought to bechoſen to their reſpeCtive offices by a lawfull Ele&ion, 
withinyocation of the Nameof the Lord, and ingood order, as the Word of 
Godteacheth. Every one therefore muſt take care of intruding himſelf by un- 
decent means; but ought to ſtay untill he be call'd by God, that ſo he may 
hayea teſtimony of his calling, and be certain and aſſured that it is of the Lord, 

And as for the Miniſters-ot the Word, where ever they-are, they havean 

equal powerand Authority , beingall Miniſtersof Jeſus Chriſt, the one gene- 
ral Biſhop and onely headof the Church. Moreover , leaſt the holy ordinan- 
ce of God be violated or deſpiſed, wee ay, thatevery one ought te have a ſpeciall 
reſpect untothe Miniſters of the Word and the-Elders of the Church, for their 

works ſake, and tolivein peace with them. without murmuring, ſtrife, or 
difſention, as much as poſlibly can be. 

| XXXII. 

In the mean while wee believe, alchoughit may be ſerviceable and good, that 
thoſe who govern the Church, doinſticuteamong them ſelves certain ordinan- 
ces for the maintenance and ſupporting the body of the Church, yer that they 
ought totake heed of departing from any thing which Chriſt our onely maſter 
hath ordered. And therefore wee reje& all manner of humane inventionsand 
Laws, whichany might introduce in the Worſhip of God, thereby to bind 
and compell the conſciences : Admitting of nothing but what may ſerveto the 
nouriſhing and preſervation of Concord and Unity, and to keepall in the obe- 
dience of God, unto which che Excommunication is required, according to 
the Wordof God, and the circumftances belonging thereunto, 

XXXIIL 

Wee believe that ourgracious God, having regard on our meanneſsand infir- 
mity, hath afforded us the Sacraments, for to beſealesof hispromiſes , and 
pledges of the kindneſs and grace of God untous; and thereby to nouriſh and 
ſuſtain our faith; having joyned them with the Word of the Goſpel , that ſo 
he might propound to our outward ſenſes, both that which he ſignifies unto us 
by his Word, and that which he workes inwardly in our hearts, aſſuring us of 
the ſalvation, which he doth impartus. For they are viſible ſigns and Seals 
of an inward and inviſiblething, by which means God worketh in us through 
the power of the holy Ghoſt. Fhereſore the fignsare not invain orempty to 
be deceived thereby ; for Chriſt Jeſus is the truth thereof , without whom 
they would ſignify nothing atall. Moreover wee are content with the number 
of the Sacraments, which Chriſt our Maſter hath inſticuted , being but two, te 
wit the Sacrament of Baptiſm, and that of the holy Supper of our Lord ſeſus 


Chriſt. | 
XRAXIV. 

Wee believe and confeſs that Jeſus Chriſt, who is the end of the Law, hath 
made an end by the ſhedding of his blood, of all other ſheddings of blood, 
chat might be made for the propitiation and ſatisfaCtion of ſin z and —— 

abro- 
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abrogated the circumciſion which was done with blood , hath inſtituted inſtead 
thereof the Sacrament of Baptiſme, by which wee are received in the Church of 
God, and become ſeparated from all other people and ſtrange Religions, 
that ſo wee may be fully addicted to him , and bear his Mark and Enſign; And 
it ſerves us for a teſtimony, thathee will be our God, and a Gracious Father 
unto us for ever. Therefore hee has given a Charge to Baprtize all that are 
his, in the name of the Father, the Son, and che Holy Ghoſt , onely with 

ure water, giving us thereby to underſtand, that as the water cleanſes the 
filth of the body, when it is powred upon us, which may be ſeen upon the 
body of him who receives the Baptiſme, being ſprinkeled thereby ; ſo the blood 
of Chriſt performeth the ſame within in the fouls, by the holy Ghoſt, ſprink- 
ling and cleanſing them from their ſins, and regenerating us from Children 
of wrath unto Children of God. However this is not done by the outward 
water , but by the Sprinkling of the precious blood of the Son of God, who is 
our red Sea, through which wee muſt paſs, for to eſcape the Tyranny of Pha- 
rao, which is the Devil, and to enter in to the Spiritual Land of Canaan. 
Likewiſe the Miniſters give us on their part the Sacrament, and that which is 
viſible: but our Lord gives that which is ſignifyed by the Sacrament , viz. the 
inviſible gifts and graces , waſhing, grand ne and purifying our Souls from 
all filchineſs and iniquities, and pR_ our. hearts, and filling them with 
all comfort, giving us a true aſſurance of his Fatherly Kindneſs, enduing 
us with the new man, and putting away the ould man with all his deeds. 

Fherefore wee believe, that whoſoever intends to enter into life eternal, he 
muſt be Baptiſed but once with the anely Baptiſm, without eyer repeating 
the ſame: for wee cannot be born twice. And this Baptiſm1s not onely uſe- 

full whilſt the water is upon us; and that wee receive the ſame, but alſo through 

all our life time; therefore wee rejeCt the error of che Anabaptiſts, who are 
not content with the one onely Baptiſm , which once they have received, but 
condemn alſo the Baptiſm of the Infants of Believers; which wee believe 
ought to be baptized and ſealed with the mark of the Covenant, as the Infants 
in Iſrael were circumciſed on the ſame promiſe 'which is made to our Chil. 
dren. And indeed Chriſt has ſhed his bloud no leſs for the waſhing of the Chil- 
dren of the faithfull , as he hath done for adulted perſons. And therefore 
they ought to receive the ſign and the Sacrament of that which Chriſt has done 
forthem : as under the Law the Lord commanded to participate untothem the 

Sacrament of the ſufferings and dying of Chriſt , ſhortly after their birth, 

offering for them a Lambe, which was a Sacrament of Jeſus Chriſt. Beſides, 

what the Circumciſion did unto the Jewes, the ſame is done by the Baptiſme 
unto.our Children ; which is the cauſe why S*. Paul call's the Baptiſme the 

Circumciſion of Chriſt. 

XXXYV. 


Wee belieye and confeſs that our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt has inſtituted and or- 
dained 


/ 
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dained the Sacrament of the holy Supper, to nouriſh and ſuſtain thoſe which 
hee hath already regenerated, and incorporated into his Family w hich is his 
Chureh; thoſe now whoare regenerated have two ſorts of lives in them,the one 
corporal and temporal, which hath accompanied them from their yery birth, 
and is common to all men; the other is ſpiritual and heavenly , which is 


given them in the ſecond birth proceeding from the Word of the Goſpel, 


in the fellowſhip of the body of Chriſt; and this life is not univerſal, but 
belongs onely to the Ele& of God. Thus God hath afforded us to the nou- 
riſhing of the corporal and earthly life, earthly and ordinary bread, which 
is ſerviceable thereunto, and common toevery one, as life 15: But to the ſuſ- 
taining of the ſpiritual and heavenly life, which the Believers enjoy , he 
hath ſent the living Bread, which comes down from Heaven, to wit Chriſt 
Jeſus, who feeds and nouriſhes the ſpiritual life of the Believers, when he 1s 
eaten, that 1s, aſſumed and received by faith in the Spirit. And for to 
repreſent unto us this Spiritual and Celeſtial Bread , Chriſt hath ordained an 
carthly and viſible Bread, which is a Sacrament of his Body, and the Wine 
for a Sacrament of his Blood ; to teſtify unto us, that as really as wee re- 
ceive and have in our hands the Sacraments, and doeat and drink the ſame 
with our mouth, by which our life is afterwards ſuſtained : (o likewiſe by 
fairh which 1s the hand and mouth of our Souls, the true Body and Blood 
of Chriſt our onely Saviour, is received in our ſoules, for our ſpiritual life. 
And ir 1s certain and without all doubt, that Jeſus Chriſt has not commanded 
us the uſe of his Sacraments invain: Therefore he workerh in us whatever 
he repreſents unto us by theſe holy Signs, although his'merhod {ſurpaflerh 
our underſtanding, and is incomprehenſible to us, even as the operations 
of the holy Ghoſt are hidden and incomprehenſible. In the mean while wee 
do not err, in ſaying that which wee have eaten and drunk , is the natural 
Body and true Blood of Chriſt, but the manner of our partaking of the 
ſame 1s not the mouth, bur the Spirit through Faith. Wherefore then 
Chriſt Jeſus ſits alwayes at the righthand 'of God his Father in the 'Heavens ; 
and nevertheleſs he makes us partakers of him by Faith. This Feaſt is a 
Spiritual table, at which Chriſt diſtributes him ſelf unto us, with all his goods, 


and he cauſes us to enjoy both him ſelf, and the merits of his ſufferings and 


Death; nouriſhing, ſtrengthening and comforting our poor diſtrefſed Souls 
by the eating of his fleſh, and refreſhing and cheriſhing the ſame by the 
drinking of his Blood. Further th6 the Sacraments are joined with the things 
ſignified, yet they are not received with theſe two things by every one : for 
the wicked receives the Sacrament to his condemnation, but he dorh not 
receiye the truth of the Sacrament ; ſo Judas and - Simon the ſorcerer boch 
did receive the Sacrament, but not Chr:ſt, who was ſignified by it; for 
onely the Believers are made Partakers of htm. Laſtly, wee receive the holy 
Sacrament in the Congregation of the people of God with humility and re- 
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{ verence, ſolemnizing the holy remembrance of the death of Chriſt our Sa- 


viour, with thanksgivings , making there Confeſſion of our Faith and the 
Chriſtian Religion. None therefore n_ co apply him ſelfe thereunto , 

e bread and drinking of the cup, 
he eats and drinks him ſelf a condemnation. To be ſhort, through the u- 


1 ſing of this holy Sacrament wee are ſtirred up to fervent Love to God and 
} our neighbour, Therefore wee reject all mixings and damnable inventions 
which men have added unto the Sacraments, accounting them bur profana- 
$ tions of the ſame: and ſay, that wee ought to be content with the ordinan- 
* cedelivered unto us by Chriſt and his Apoſtles; and that wee ought to ſpeak 


7 


in the ſame Termes as they did. 
RXXXVI. 

Wee belieye that our Gracious God , becauſe of the corruption of Man- 
kind, hath ordained Kings, Princes, and Magiſtrates, intending that the 
World ſhould be governed by Laws and Policy, that ſo the diſſolution of 
mankind might bee refrained , and all things proceed orderly among men: 
To that purpoſe he hath given the, Magiſtrares the ſword, in their hands 
for a puniſhment of the wicked, and a proteCtion of the godly; And their 
office is not onely, to take heed unto, and to watch oyer politick affaires; 
but alſo to maintain the holy Eccleſiaſtical ſervice, for the hindring and exſtir- 
pating of all Idolatry and falſe worſhip, for the throwing down of theK ing- 


; dom of Antichriſt, and the exalting that of Jeſus Chriſt ; and to cauſe the 
; Goſpel to be preached everywhere, that ſo God may be honoured and 


ſeryed of every one, as he has commanded in his Word , Moreover every 
one, of what quality, condition or State he is, is bound to ſubmitt him 
ſelf to the Magiſtrates, to pay taxes, to give them all honour, and due re- 
ſpet, and to obey them in all things, that,.are not contrary to the Word 
of God, praying Br them 1n their prayers, that the Lord may guide them 
in all their wayes, and that wee may live quietly and peaceably in all God 
lineſs, and honeſty. And therefore wee reje& the Anabaptiſts and other 
ſeditious people, and in generall al thoſe that do reject Magiſtrates , and 
the higher powers; and would ſubvert Juſtice, introducing a communion of 
goods, and confounding the decency which God hath inſtiruced among 


men. 
XXXVILI 

Laſtly wee believe according to the Word of God, that when the time 
ordained of the Lord ( th6 unknown to all Creatures) ſhall be accompli- 
ſhed, and the number of the ele& compleated , our Lord Jeſus Chriſt will 
come down from heaven corporally and viſibly, as he is aſcended, with 
great Glory and Majeſty, for to declare him ſelf a Judge both of the living 
and the dead ; appointimg this ould world to bee burnt with fire and —_ 
C 2 or 
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for its purification , and then ſhall all men perſonally appear before this grear 
Judge. both Men, Women, and Children, that hare been from the 
beginningof the World untotheend, being ſummoned by the yoice of the Ar- 
changel, and the ſound of the divine Trumpet. For all the dead ſhall be 
raiſed out of the grave, and the Soutes ſhall be joined and united with their 
own bodies, in which formerly they have lived. And as for thoſe who then 
ſhall live, they ſhall not dye, as the others, but be changed in a moment, 
and from corruptible become incorruptible. Then the Books of the Con- 
ſcience will be opened, and the dead ſhall be judged according to their deeds 
done in this World, whether they be good or evil; Nay men ſhall givean 
account of every idle word which they have ſpoken , which hath bene ac- 
counted by the World but ſpart and paſtime: and then the hidden things and 
the Hypocriſy of men will bemade manifeſt and diſcovered before every one. 
And therefore the very remembrance of this fudgment is terrible and dread- 
Full to the evildoers and the wicked; but very defirable and comfortable to 
the godly and Ele; ſeing then their full deliverance $hall bee accompliſhed, 
and they ſhall there receive the fruits of their labour and troubles , which 
they have undergone: their innocency will appear to all, and they ſhall ſee 
the terrible vengeance , which God wilt execute againſt the wicked who have 
moſt cruelly perſecuted , oppreſſed and vexed them in this world. They 
will be convicted by the teftimony of their own. conſciences , and ſhall be 
immortall ; but in ſuch a manner that it ſhall be for to be rormented in the 
everlaſting fire, which is R__ for the Devil and his Angels. On the 
contrary the Faithfull and Ele&ed halt be crowned with glory and honour. 
The Son of God will confeſs their names before God his Father and his cho- 
ſen Angels; all teares ſhall be wiped away from their eyes. Their cauſe 
which now is condemned by many Judges and Magiſtrates, as heretical and 
ungodly , will becknown to be the cauſe of the Son of God. And for a 
gracious reward the Lord will cauſe them.toenjoy ſuch a glory, as the hearr 
of men never ſhould be able to imagine, Therefore wee expett that grear 
day with a preat longing, that ſo wee may fully enjoy the promiſes of God 
in Chriſt Jeſus our Lord: ; | | 
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For the adminiſtration of the Sacrament 
of Baptiſme to Infants. 


= H E Doctrine of Baptiſme, conſiſteth of theſe three points: 

6 Firſt, That wee, with our Children, are conceived and borne 

C1 Frah in ſinne, andare therefore children of wrath, inſomuch that wee 

& 89 £:&} cannotenter into the Kingdome of Heaven , except wee bee borne 

=. againe. This is ſignified unto us by ſprinkling the childe with 
water ; whereby the uncleanneſke of our ſoules is ſet forth unto us; and wee 
areadmoniſhed to loath our ſelves,and to be humbled before God, and to ſeeke 
our cleanſing and falvation our of our ſelves. 

Secondly, Baptiſme doth ſignific and ſealeunto us the waſhing away of our 
finnes through Jeſus Chriſt ; therefore are wee baptized in the name of the 
Father, the Sonne, and the Holy Ghoſt ; God the Father doth witneſle and ſeale 
unto us, that hee hath entred into an everlaſting Covenant of grace with us , 
that hee hath adopted us to bee his. children and heyrs, and will provide for 
us all manner of good, and keepe from us all evill, or turne it into good. 

When wee are baptized in the name of. the Son, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
doth ſeale unto us, that he waſheth us in his blood from all our ſinnes, in- 

- corporating us into the fellowſhip of his death and reſurreftion, that weeare 
freed from. our linnes, and accounted juſt before God. | 

In like manner, when wee are baptized in the name of the Holy Ghoſt ;. 
the holy Spirit of God doth aſſure us by this Sacrament, that hee will dwell 
with us, and fanCtifie us to- bee members. of Chriſt, applying unto us what 
wee have in Chriſt, namely, the waſhing away of our ſinnes, the daily re- 
neuwing ofour ſoules, till wce bee preſentcd at.laſt among the reſt of the Ele&t, 
without ſpot to partake of everlaſting life. 

Thirdly, Whereas in all Covenants there are contained'two parts; there- 
fore are wee by God through Baptiſme admoniſhed of, and obliged unto new 
obedience, namely, that wee cleave to this One God, Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghoſt, that wee truſt in him, and love him with all ourhearr,, with all 
our ſoules, and all our minde, that wee forſake the world, crucific our ould 
nature, and walke in a:new and holy life. 

And if through weakeneſle ſomrimes wee fall into finne ,, wee muſt not 
deſpaire of Gods mercy , nor continue in ſinne, conſidering that Baptiſmeis 
a ſigne and ſeale of our everlaſting Covenant with God: 

And although our chilJren tend not theſe things, yet may they nor 
therefore bee excluded from Baptiſme, for as they are without their know- 


GC 3. ledge: 
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ledge partakers of thecondemmation through Adam , fo are they againe re- 
ceived to mercy 1n Ghriſt ; as God ſpeakes to Abraham 4 the Father of all the 
Faithful, and conſequently tous, andour children, Gere/: 17. ſaying: I will 
eftablish my Covenant betweene mee and thee, and thy ſerd after thee in their 
generations for an everlaſting Covenant to bee thy God to thy ſeed after thee. 
This alſo the Apoſtle Perer reſtifieth 4. 2. in theſe words; For the promiſe 
belongs to you and to your children , and to as many as are afarre ff, even 
25 many ag the Lord our God ſhall call. Hence it is, that God hath of 
ould commanded that Infants ſhould bee circumciſed , which circumciſion 
was 4 ſeale of this Covenant, and the righteouſneſle of faith; and therefore 
alſo Chriſt received the little Children, layd his hands upon them , and bleſ- 
fed them, Mayc. 10. Secing then Baptifme is put in the — of circumci- 
fion, therefore Infants are to bee Baptized as heyrs of the Kingdome of God, 
and of thc Covenant : and Parents areadmoniſhed to inſtrut their Children 
in theſe things when they are come to yeares of diſcretion. 
That therefore this holy ordinance of God may at this time bee adminiſtred 
to the glory of God, toour comfort, andrhe edification of his Church , ler 
us call upon the name of our God. 


FN Almighty and Eternall God, who, atcording tothy ſevere judgment , didft 
} punish with the Flood the impenitent and unbeleeving World, and according 
to thine infinite mercy draft ſave Noah with his family; who didſt drowne hard» 
hearted Pharas with all his people in the Red Sea, and aidſt ſafely leade thy people 
I/rael through the ſame , by which Baptiſme was ſignified unto us , wee beſeech 
© thee, that thou wilt bee pleaſed out of thy infinite mercy , graciouſly to looke upon 
theſe Infants | this Infant | and incorporate them | it | by thy holy fpirit into thy 
Son Feſws Chriſt, that ſo they [it] may bee buryed with him into his death, 
and alſo riſe with him to neweneſſe of life , that they | it ] may take upon them 
[it | daily their [45] Croſſe, follow him, and cleave unto him with atrue faith 
firme hope , and fervent love, and willingly leave this life ( which u nothing elſe 
but a continual death) and at the laſt day may appeare without feare before the 
tribunall ſeat of Chriſt thy Sen, through Feſus Chriſt our Lord, who, with 
thee, and the Holy Ghoſt, ome God, lives and reigns for ever. 


An Exhortation to the Parents, and thoſe 
that come with them to Baptiſme. 


Beloved in the Lord, yee have heard that Baptiſme is an ordmmanceof 
God to feale unto us,. and urito our feed his Covenant, therefore wee muſt 
uſe the ſame to this end, and not,out of cuſtome or ſuperſtition. That it 
may then bee manife& that ye are thus minded, you arc to anſwer ſincerely 
upon theſe queſtions. | 

; Firſt, 
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Firſt, Whether you doe not acknowledge that however our children are 
conceived and borne in ſinne, and therefore are ſubje& to all manner of mi- 
ſeries, yea to condemnation it ſelfe, yer that they are ſanQified in Chriſt , 
and therefore as members of his Church ought to bee baptized? 

Secondly, W hether you do not pr woents: e the Dod&rine contained in the 
Ould and Newe Teſtament , and in the Articles of the Chriſtian Faith; which 
is alſo taught in theſe Chriſtian Churches here, to bee the true and perfe&t 
DoGdrine of Salvation ? # 

Thirdly, Whether you do not promiſe, and intend to ſee your children, 
when they come to yeares of diſcretion, every one whereof hee is either Fa- 
ther or Watneſfle, to bee brought up in the foreſaid DoQtrine, to the utrer- 


molt of your power ? 
eAnſiwer. Yea. 


- After in baptizing, the Miniſter of the Word of God ſhall fay: N. T bap- 
tize thee in the Name of the Father, andihe Son, andthe Holy Ghoſt. 


A Thankeſgiviog. 

Almighty and moſt mercifull God and Father ; wee bleſſe and praiſe thee, 
() that thou haſt forgiven all our ſinnes 10 us and our children, through the 
blood of thy beloved Sonne Jeſus Chriſt; and through thy Spirit received us as 
members of thy Son, and adopted us to bee thy children, and confirmed the ſame 
by thus holy Baptifme , wee beſeech thee, through the ſame Son of thy love , to 
rule alwayes theſe baptized Infants | Infant | that they | it | may bee educated 
in true piety and Chriſtianity, and growe up in the Lord Feſus Chriſt , acknows- 
ledging thy Fatherly goodueſſe and loving kindne(ſe shewen to them, [zt | and ts 
1s, and live in all righteouſneſſe under our Oneiy Teacher , King and Prie#t Je- 


fus Chri7 , fighting manfully againſt finne, Satan and his whole Kingdome y to 


laud and praiſe thee, and thy You Jeſus Chrift, with ihe Holy Ghoest , the one 
and eternall God to all eternity. Amen. 


—  _ 
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EE OK M © 
For the adminiſtration of Holy Baptiſme to perſons af yeares. 


Hl Owever children of Chriſtian Parents (notwithſtanding they underſtand 
not this myſtery ) muſt be baptized by vertue of the Covenant; yet it 
1s not lawfull to baptize thofe who are come to yeares of diſcretion, ;exceps 
they firſt bee ſenſible of their ſinnes, and make confeſſion both of their repen- 
tance and faith'in Chriſt - For, for this cauſe hath not onely John the Bapriſt 
preached according to the Commandement of God, the bapuſme of Repen- 

rance, 
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tance for the remiſſion of ſins to thoſe who confefſed their finnes, eMare. 1. 
& Luc. 3. But our Lord Jeſus Chriſt hath alſo commanded his Diſciples to 
teach all Nations, and then to baptize them in the Name of the Father , Son, 
and Holy Ghoſt, Math. 28. Marc. 16. adding this promiſe : Hee that belee- 
veth, and is baptized, shall bee ſaved. According ro which rule, the Apo- 
Niles, asappeareth out of AZ. 2. & 10. & 16. have baptized none who were 
of yeares of difcretion , but ſuch who made confeſſion of their Faith and Re- 
pentance; therefore is it not Jawfull now a dayes to baptize thoſe of yeares, 
except they have learned out of the preaching of the Goſpell the myſteries of 
holy Baptiſme, and are able to give an account of their Faith by a confeſſion 
of the mouth. Seeing therefore you are alſo deſirous of holy Baptiſme, to 
the end it may beto you a ſeale of your ingrafting into the Church of God, 
that it may appeare that you do not onely receiye the Chriſtian Religion, in 
which you have beene privately examined by us, and of which alſo you have 
made Confeſſion before us, but that you (through the grace of God) intend 
and purpoſe to lead a life according to theſame, you are ſincerely to give anſ- 
wer before God and his Church : 

Fir}, Whether you beleevein the true God diſtin&t in three Perſons, Fa- 
ther, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, who hath made Heaven and Earth , and al 
that istherein, and that hee ſuſtaineth and governeth the ſame in ſo much thar 
nothing can come to paſſe in Heavenor in Barth » Without his will ? 

Anſwer. Yea. 

Secondly, Whether you beleeve that you are conceived and borne in ſinne, 
conſequently that you are a child of wrath by nature, unfic to any thing that 
is good, and prone to all evill, andthat you in thoughts, words and deeds, 
have many times transgrefſed the Commandements of God, and whether you 
bee heartily forry for your ſinnes ? Anſwer. Yea. 

Thirdly, Whether you beleeve, that Chriſt , who 1s the true andeternall 
God and atrue Man, who hath taken his humane nature out of the fleſh and 
blood of the Virgin Mary, beeatſo given of God to you as your Saviour, and 
that you do receive by Faith in his blood forgiveneſle of ſinnes, and that you 
area member of Chriſt and his Church, through the power of the Holy Ghoſt? 

e Anſwer, Yea. 

Fourthly, Whetheryou acknowledge all the Articles of the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion , -asthey are taught in theſe Chriſtian Churches out of the word of God, 
and do purpoſe conſtantly to perſiſt in the ſame Dottrine tothe end of your 
life, and alſo reje& all hereſies and errors, which are repugnant to this Do- 
&rine , and promiſe to perſevere in the fellowſhip and Communion of this 
Church , *not-onely in the hearing of the Word, but uſing of the Supper of 
the Lord? Anſwer. Yea. 

Fifthly, , Whether you have purpoſed from your heart to lead alwayes a 
Chriſtian life,' to forlake the world and all the cvill lugs thereof (according 


as 


Of the Lords Supper. 25 
23 it becommeth a member of Chriſt and his Church) and ſubmit your ſelves 
to all our Chriſtian admonition ? Anſwer. Yea. 


The good and great God out of his bounty grve his grace and bleſſing to this 
your purpoſe , through Feſius Chriff, AMEN. 


WW 
For the adminiſtration of the Supper of the Loyd. 


Eloved in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt; Hearken to the words of the Inſtitu- 
tion of the Supper of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, ſoas they aredelivered by 


the Apoſtle Paul, 1 Cor. 11. ver/. 23. 


T receyued of the Lord that which alſo I delivered unto you, that the Lord 
Feſus the ſame night , in which heewas betrayed, tooke Bread , and when hee 
had giventhankes, hee brake it , and ſaid: Take, eate, this ts my body which 
z broken for you: this do in remembrance of me: after the ſame manner alſo hee 
zooke the Cup, when hee had ſupped , ſaying : Thu Cup ts the Newe Teſtament 
in my blood, this do yes as often as ye drinke it in remembrance of mee : For as 
often as ye eate this Bread, and drinke thu Cup, yee do shew the Lords death 
til] hee come : wherefore whoſoever shall eate this Bread, and drinke this Cup of 
ihe Lord unworthily, shall bee guilty of the body and blood of the Lord. But let 
a man examine himſelfe, and ſo let him eate of that Bread, and arinke of that 
Cup, for hee that eateth and drinketh unworthily, cateth and drinketh damna- 


tion to himſelfe, not diſcerning the Lords body. 


That wee may now to our comfort celebrate the Supper of the Lord, it 
is aboveallthingsneceſlary, that wee firſt trye our ſelyesaright : and ſecond- 
ly, that wee dirc@itto that end for which Chriſt hath inſtituted and ordained 
the ſame, namely, to his remembrance. 

Firft, Every one conſider by himſelfe his ſins, and the curſes of God due 
unto him for the ſame, to the end that hee may abhorre and humble himſelfe 
before God, conſidering that the wrath of God is ſuch againſt ſinnes, that 
rather then they ſhould goeunpunitſhed, hee hath puniſhed the ſame in his be- 
loved Sonne Jeſus Chriſt with the ſhamefull and butter death of the Crofle. 

Secondly, Every one trye his owne heart, whether hee doe beleeve this 
faithfull promiſe of God, that all his ſins are forgiven him onely for the Paſſion 
and death of Chriſt, and that the perfet&t righteouſneſſe of Chriſt bee impu- 
ted and freely given to him as his owne, yea ſo perfettly as if hee bimſelfe in 
his owne perſon hath ſatisfyed for all his ſinnes, and conſummated all rightc- 


oulnefle. ; 
D Thirdly. 


B 
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Thirdly, E.very one examine his owne Conſcience, whether hee purpoſeth 
with himſelfe to thew true thankfulneſſe to God heereafter in his whole life, 
and to walke uprightly before the face of God ; asalfo , whether hee have layd 
aſide unfeignedly all enmity , hatred, enyy, anddoe reſolve to walke in true 
love and peace with his neighbour. 

All thoſe that are thus minded, God will certainly receive to mercy, and 
account them worthy Communicants at the Table of his Sonne Jeſus Chriſt : 
On the contrary thoſe who have not this witneſle in their hearts, they cat and 
drinke to themſelves judgement. 

Wherefore wee according to the commandement of Chriſt and the Apoſtle 
Paul, admoniſh all thofe, who are defiled with theſe following crimes, to 
keepe themſelves from the Table of the Lord, and do declare unto them that 
they have no part in the Kingdome of Chriſt: 70417, 

All Idolaters, all who invocate ſaints deceaſed, and Angels, and other 
creatures, all who worſhip Images, all enchantersy diviners, charmers, and 
thoſe who give credit to ſuch enchantements. All deſpiſers of God and his 
Worde, and his holy Sacraments: all blaſphemers, all thoſe who are given 
to make ſtrife, ſedition and mutiny in Church and Commonwealth: all per- 
jured perſons, all diſobedient to Parents or Magiſtrates, all murtherers, con- 
tentious perſons, who live in hatred and envy againſt their neighbour, all 
adulterers, whoremongers, drunkards, thieves, uſurers, gameſters, cove- 
tous and all wholive a ſcandalous life. All theſe, ſolong as they continue in 
fuch fins, are toabſtain from this meat ( which Chriſt hath ordained only for 
the faithfull) leaſt heir judgement and condemnation bee made the heayier 
and encreaſcd. | 

But Beloved in the Lord, this is not to caſt downe or to dejeCt the contrite 
hearts of the fairhfull, as if none might come to the Table of the Lord but 
fuch asare freed f:om all finne: For wee come not to this Supper to teſtify char 
wee in our ſelves are perfe&tand juſt, but on the contrary conſidering thar wee 
muſt ſeeke our life out of our ſelves in Chriſt, wee acknowledge heerewirh 
that wee lye in death: therefore notwithſtanding wee feele many infirmities 
and weakeneſles in us, namely , that wee haye nor ſuch a perfe& faith, thac 
wee do not giye ourſelves to ſerve God with that zeale as wee are bound , but 
muſt fight daily againſt the weakeneffe of our faith and the luſts of our fleſh; 
yet ſeeing by the grace of God wee are ſorry for theſe weakeneſles, therefore 
wee reſt aſſured, that no ſinne or infirmity, which againſt our will yet remai- 
neth in-us, can hinder us from being receivedof God in mercy, and from being 
partakers of this heavenly meat and drincke. 

Let us now alſo conſider to what end Chriſt hath inſtituted his Supper ; na- 
mely, that wee do itin remembrance of him, Now after this manner are wee 
io remember him by it. 

Fir, That wee are confidently perſuaded in our hearts, that our Nets 
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Jeſus Chriſt , according to the promiſe made ta our Forefathers in the 01d Te- 
ſtament, was ſent of the Father in the world, and hath taken upon him our 
fleſhand blood, and borne for us the wrath of God (under which wee ſhould 
have periſhed everlaſtingly ) from the beginning of his Incarnation to the end 
of his life upon earth, and hath fulfilled for us all obedience to the Law of 
God and all righteouſneſſe; chiefly when the burden of our ſinnes, and the 
wrath of God preſt out of him that bloody ſweat in the Garden, where hee was 
bound that wee mighr bee freed trom our ſinnes, and afterwards ſuſtained in- 
numerable injuries that wee might neyer be confounded, was innocently con- 
demned to death, that wee might bee abſolyed before the judgment ſeat of 
God; yea, ſuffered his bleſſed body to be nayled to the Croſle, that hee 
might faſten upon it the handwriting of our ſinnes, and hath alſo taken upon 
himſfelfe the curſſe due to us, that hee might fill us with his bleſſing, and hath 
humbled himſelfe into the deepeſt pangs of Hell with ſoule and body on the 
tree of the Croſſe, where hee cryed out with aloud voyce, My God, my God, 
IWhy ha## thou forſaken mee ? that wee might bee received of God and never 
forſaken of him; and finally, confirmed with his death and bloodſhedding 
the new andeverlaſting Coyenant of grace and reconciliation, when hee ſayd , 
It « fmished. 

And that wee might firmly believe that wee belong to this Coyenant of 

nes the Lord Jeſus Chriſt in his laſt __ tooke Bread, gave thankes, 
rake it, and gave it to his Diſciples and ſayd, Take, eate, this is my Body 
which ts given for you ; do this in remembrance of mee. Inlike maner allo after 
Supper , hee tooke the Cup, gave thankes, and ſayd ; Drinke yee all of this : 
Thus Cap u rhe new Teſtament in my blood, which us shed for you and for many , 
for the remiſſion of ſinnes : dothis, ſo often as yee drincke of it , in remembrance 
of mee. Thatis, asoften as yee cate of this Bread, and drincke of this Cup, 
yee ſhall thereby, as by a certaine pledge and remembrance, bee admoniſhed 
and aſſured of this my hearty love and faithfulneſle towards you, that whereas 
yee ſhould have ſuffered eternall death, 1 have given my body into the death 
of the Crofle, and ſhed my blood for you; and as certainely as you ſee this 
Bread broken before your eyes, and this Cup given to you, and yee with 
your mouth do eate and drinckc the ſame to my remembrance, fo do I ftecd 
__ _— your hungry and thirſty ſoules with my body and blood to cver- 
aſting life. 

Out of this Inſtitution of the Supper of the Lord Jefus Chriſt, wee doſee 
that hee dires our faith and confidence to his perfe&t facrifice (which was on- 
ce offered on the Crofle) asto the onely ground and foundation of our foules, 
that hee is become to our hungry and thirſty foules the true food to eternall 
life. For by his death he hath taken away the cauſe of our everlaſting death and 
miſeries, namely finne; and hath merited for us the quickening ſpirit, that 
wee by the ſame (which dyelleth in Chriſt as the head, andin us as his m_ 
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bers) might have true Communion and fellowſhip, and be made partakers 
of all his bleſſings to everlaſting life and glory. Beſides that, wee by the ſame 
ſpirit may alſo be united together into brotherly loye, as members of the ſame 
myſtecall body ; as the Scripture faith, One Bread ts it , /o are wee one Body; 
becauſe wee are all made partakers of one Bread ;; For as out of many graines 
being grinded, one Bread is made; and out of many Berrigs , being preſt ro- 
gether, one drincke floweth, ſo ſhall weeall who by a true Faith are ingrafted 
into Chriſt, bee one body, through brotherly loye for Chriſt his ſake, who 
hath ſo exceedingly loyed us; and manifeſted the ſame one towards another, 
not onely in words, but alſo in workes and dceds. Heereto aſliſt us the Al- 
mighty Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, — his Holy Spirit. Amen. 

And that wee may obtaine this, let us humble our ſclves before God, and 
1n true Faith call upon him for his grace. 


MoF#t mercifull God and Father, wee beſeech thee, that in this ordinance 

in which wee celebrate the bleſſed memory of the moſt bitter death and paſſion 
of thy Son Feſus Chri#?, thou wilt bee pleaſed to worke in our hearts through the 
Holy Ghoft, that wee tay give our ſelves more and more with true confidence to 
thy Son Feſus Christ, that ſo our broken and burdened hearts may bee fed and com- 
forted through the power of the Holy Spirit with his body and blood , yea with 
mim true God and Man, theonely Bread of Heaven; and that henceforth wee may 
20t live any longer in our /innes, but hee inus, and wee in him, and bee alſo real- 
ly partakers of that new and everlaſting Covenant of Grace ; no wayes doubting but 
hat thou wilt bee our eternall and Gracious God, not imputing our ſinnes unto us » 
wut films us with all good things for body and ſoule, as thy beloved Chilaren and 
Heyres. Graunt alſo unto-us thy grate, that wee may take upon us our croſſe chee- 
refully, deny our ſelves, confeſſe our Saviour, and in all tribulations expect our 
Lord Feſus Chrift out af Heaven, where hee will make our mortall bodes confor- 
mable to his moi? glorious body, and take us to himſelfe to bee with him in als 
eternity. 


Anſ. Ur Father, which art #n heauen. 
1. Hallowed be thy Name. 
2. Thy Kingdome come. 
3. Thy will be done in earth, as it us in heaven. 
4+ Give us this day our daily bread. 4 
5. And forgive ns our treſpaſſes, as we forgive them , that treſpaſſe againſt us. 
6. And lead 1s not into temptation : But deliver ns from evill. | 
For thine us the kingdome , the pawer, and the glorie , for ever , and ever. 
Amen. 


Strengthen -us alſo by this Holy Sacrament in the Articles of our Chriſtian 
Faith, of which-wee make Confeſſion, ſaying with heart and mouth: 


I Be- 
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Beleeve in God, the Father almightie, maker of heaven and earth. 
] ij. And in Feſus Chriſt his onely begotten Sonne pur Lord. 

iij. Which was conceived by the Holy Ghoſt : borne of the virgine Marte. 

iv. Suffered under Pontins Pilate: was crucified, dead and buried: he def- 
cended into hel. 

v. The third day he roſe again from the dead. 

| Vj. R aſcended into heaven, and ſitteth at the right hand of God the Father 

almightte. 

x. From thence shall he come to judge the quick and the dead. 

viij T1 beleeve in the Holy Ghof7. 

ix. Tbeleeve an Holy Catholike church : the Communion of Saints. 

x. The forgivenes of ſinnes. 

xj. The reſurrettion of the body. 

X1j. And life everlafting, Amen. 


T hat wee may now bee fed with the true heavenly Bread, the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, ſo let not our hearts cleave to the outward elements of Bread and 
Wine; but ler us lift up the ſame into Heaven, where Chriſt our Advocate 
is, fittingon the right hand of his heavenly Father , whether alſo wee are di- 
refed by the Articles of our Chriſtian faith, nothing doubting but wee ſhall 
bee fed and refreſhed with his Body and Blood by the power of the Spirit, ſo 
certainly as wee receive this holy Bread and Wine to ns remembrance. 

In breaking and diſtributing of the Bread, the Miniſter ſhall ſay : The Bread 
which wee breake, is the Communion of the body of ChriF?. - 

And when hee gives the Cup, The Cup of bleſſing, wherewith wee bleſſe, ts 
the Communion of the Blood of Chrift. 

During the Communion, there ſhall eyther bee ſtung ſome Plalm, or ſome 
Chapter read, which may ſerve to the remembring of the Paſſion of Chrilt, as, 
Eſa Chap. 53. Joh. 13. and 14. and 15. and 16. and 18. or the like. 

After the Communion, the Miniſter ſhall ſay : Beloved in the Lord , Be- 
cauſe the Lord hath fed our ſouls at his Table, let us all with thanckeſgiving 
praiſe his Name, and every one ſay in his heart thus: 

Bleſſe the Lord, o my ſoule, and all that is within me blefle his holy Name: 
Bleſſe the Lord, o my foule, and forget not all his benefits, who forgiveth 
all thine iniquities, who healeth all thy diſeaſes, who redeemeth thy life from 
deſtruction, who crowneth thee with loving kindneſſe, and tender mercies, 
who fatisfied thee with good things. The Lord 1s mercifull and gracious, 
ſlow to.anger, and plenteous in mercy : Hee doth not deale with us after our 
ſinnes, nor rewarde us according to our iniquities : for as the Heaven is high 
above the carth, ſogreat is his mercy towards them that feare him as farre as 
the Ealt is fromthe Weſt, ſo farre hath _ remooyed our transgreſlions from 
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us; like as a Father pitieth his children , ſo the Lord piticth them that feare 
him; who alſa hath not ſpared his owne Sonne, but hath given him for us 
all, and hath given us with him all things: there fore doth God ſhew his love 
towards us thereby, that Chrift dyed for us , when wee were yet ſinners ; 
therefore ſhall wee be the more ſaved by him from his wrath, after wee are 
juſtified through his blood. For, if wee be reconciled through the death of 
his Sonne, when wee were yet enemyes, much more ſhall wee bee ſaved 
through his life after wee are reconciled with him ; therefore ſhall my heart 
and mouth praiſe the Lord from this time forth and eyermore. Amen. 


Let eyery one therefore ſay with an attentive heart 3 


Lmighty and moi? mercifull God and Father , wee render thankes to thee 
A with all our hearts, that thou hat given untous , out of thy infinite mer- 
cy, thine onely begotten Sonne to bee our Mediator and a Saerifice for our ſinnes , 
yea, to bee our food to everlaſting life ; and haft alſo given unto us a true and li- 
vely Faith, whereby wee are made partakers of all his benefits : and that thou 
haft cauſed thy Son to inſtitutethis Holy Supper , for the confirmation of our Faith : 
Grawnt wee beſeech thee, moit faithfull God and Father, that through the ope- 
ration of thy Holy Spirit , this commemoration of the death of our Lord Jeſus Chrift 
may tend to the encreaſe of our faith and ſaving fellowship with him, through 
Zeſus Chrift thy Soune our Saviour, in whoſe name wee conclude our Prayers , 
ſaying : Our Father, &c. | 


—_— 
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Eloved in the Lord Feſus Chriſt; It is knowen unto you, how that at ſe- 
B yerall times, by ſeyerall degrees, wee have propounded unto you , what 
a haynous finne hath beene commitred by our fellow-member N. and what 
great offence thereby isgiven, to the end thathee, through the helpe of your 
prayers and Chriſtian admonition, might be brought to repentaace, and ſo 
bee freed from the bonds of Sathan where in hee is kept, and awake to the 
will of the Lord ; Now, wee can not conceale from you with great heavineſle, 
that there is no body yet come to.us who hath in the leaſt meaſure given usto 
underſtand, that hee through the manifold admonitions which have beene 
given to him both apart by himſelfe alone, and before witneffe in the preſence 
of many, is come toany ſorrow or remorſe for his finne, or to the manifeſta- 
tion of the leaſt token of repentance : ones therefore that hee doth aggravate 


his finne (which yetin itſelfe is no ſmall one) by his ſtifnefle and —_—_ 
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neſſe; and ſeeing wee have ſignifyed unto you the laſt rime, thatin caſe hee 
after ſuch patience ſhewed towards him by the Chiirch, do not repent, that 
wee ſhould bee forced yet further to bee grieved for him, and to come to the 
laſt remedy; therefore wee are neceſſitated for the preſent to proceed to his 
excommunication , according to the powet ahd commandement given unto 
usin the Worde of God, to the end that hee by this meanes, if it bee poſli- 
ble, might bee brought ro ſhame and remorſe for his ſinne, and that the who- 
le body of the Church may not bee put in danger by this rotten (and as yet 
incurable ) member, and that the name of the Lord may not bee blaſphe-» 
med. 

Therefore wee Miniſters, and Elders of the Church, being met in the na- 
me and power of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, declare before you all, that for rea» 
ſons above mentioned, wee have excomifiunicated, and by theſe do excom- 
municate N. from the Church of the Lord, and from fellowſhip with Chriſt 
and his Sacraments, and all ſpirituall bleſſings which God hath promiſed and 
doth fulfill to his Church, fo long as hee perſiſts in his ſtubbornneſle and im- 
penicency, and therefore is to be eſteemed of you as an heathen and publi- 
can, according to the Commandement of God Mat. 18. who faith, that is 
bound in Heaven, what his Miniſters binde heere on Earth. 

Further, wee do admoniſh you, beloved Chriſtians, that you keepe no 
company with him, that hee may bee aſhamed; yet holde hlm not as an ene. 
my, but admoniſh him ſometimes as you do a brother : meane while every 
one take to heart this and the like example , to feare the Lord, and if hee 
thinckes hee ſtands, to bee careful] that hee may nor fall, but having true fel- 
lowſhip with the Father and his Son Jeſus Chriſt, as alſo with all true belic- 
ving Chriſtians, perſevere therein to the end, and ſo partake of everlaſting 
ſalvation. You have ſeene, Beloved Brethren and Silters, in what manner 
this our Excommunicated Brother hath begunne to fall, and by little and little 
is come to ruine; obſerve therefore, how ſubtile Sathan is to bring people 
to deftruftion , and to take them off from all wholeſome meanes to ſalvation : 
therefore take heed of the leaſt beginning of evill, aiid according to the ad- 
monition of the Apoſtle, layirig aſide all weight and finne, which doth ſo 
eaſily beſer us, runne ——_— che race which is ſet before us, looking un- 
to Jeſus, the beginner and finiſher of our Faith : bee ſober, watch, and pray, 
that you fall not into temptation; today if you heare the voyce ofthe Lord, 
harden not your hearts, but worke out your ſalvation with feare and trembling, 
and eyery one repent of his ſinnes, that God do not againe humble us, and 
wee bec forced to bee grieved over any of you, but that you living godly with 
one accord, may bee our joy and crowne in the Lord. 

Bur ſeeing God muſt worke in us both the will and the deed according 
to his good pleaſure , let us, with confeſſion of our ſinnes, call upon his 


name, 
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OF righteous God and mercifull Father, wee bewaile our finnes before thy 

VEL moi? high Majeſty, acknowledging that wee have deſerved that ſorrow 
and griefe which hath beene cauſed by the cutting off of this party , once a membey 
of us ; yea, wee are worthy in regard of our great finnes, if thou shouldeſt enter 
znto judgement with us , to bee eternally ſeparated from thee : But thou, O Lord, 
art gracious unto us for Chrift his ſake; Pardon unto us our ſinnes, for wee are 
heartily ſorry for theſame : worke in us agreater meaſure of ſorrow ; that wee fea- 
ring thy judgements which thou executeſt dpainſt ſiubborne and impenitent ſinners , 
may labour ſo much the more to pieaſe thee. Graunt that wee may keepe our ſel- 
ves from all pollutions and defilements of the world, and of aHf thoſe who are cut off 
from the communion of the Church ; that wee may not make our ſelves partakers of 
their ſonnes , and that thoſe who are cut off , may bee brought to shame for their ſin- 
nes. And ſeeing thou takeſt no pleaſure in the death of ſinners, but that they re- 
Zurne and live, and ſetteſt alwayes open the boſome of thy Church to receive peni- 
tent ſunners; bee pleaſed to kind!e in us aright zeale, that both by our admonitions 
and examples wee may labour to reduce againe this excommunicated perſon, and 
all ſuch who through infidelity and wickedneſſe of life are going aſtray : bleſſe our 
admonitions, that wee may have cauſe to rejoyce over him , for whoſe ſake wee 
are now in heavmeſſe , that thy holy name may bee glorified through the Lord Feſis 
Chriff, who hath taught us to pray, Oar Father , &c. 
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For the receiving and admitting againe of excommunicated perſons. 


Eloyed in the Lord, it is knowne unto you, that ſometimes paſt our fel- 

low member N. hath beene Excommunicated and cut off from the Church 
of Chriſt, Now weecan not conceale from you , how that hee through the 
forenamed remedy, as alſo through good admoniſhions and your prayers, 1s 
come ſo farre, that hee is aſhamed of his ſinnes, and deſireth robee received 
againe into the fellowſhip of the Church. 

Therefore wee, being bound to receive ſuch with joy , and yet to keepe al- 
ſo good orders, therefore wee give you heere to underſtand, that wee are 
reſolved to looſe againe the forenamed excommunicated perſon from the bond 
of excommunication at the next time , when by -the grace of God wee hall 
celebrate the Supper of the Lord, and to receive him againe into fellowihip 
with the Church, except there bee fome who meane while ſhall ſhew any law- 
full cauſe, wherefore this ought notto bee done; which you are to ſignify to 


us betime. Inthe meane time every one of you is to praiſethe Lord for his 
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mercy manifeſted to this poor ſinner, andto intreat him, to perfet his worke 
in him to his everlaſting ſalvation. 

If no impediment bee brought, the Miniſter is to proceed to the recei- 
ving of the excommunicated perſon againe after this following manner. 

Beloved in the Lord; wee have the laſt rime acquainted you with the re- 
pentance of our fellowe member N. that he with your conſent may bee 
received againe into the Church of Chriſt; ſeeing F ane no body hath 
brought any thing whereby his admiſſion againe ſhould bee difterred, 
therefore wee intend at this time to proceed to the ſame. 

The Lord Jeſus Chriſt, having confirmed the ſentence of the Church in 
the cxcommunication of an impenirent ſinner , declareth thereupon pre- 
fently, that, whatſoever the Miniiter ſhalllooſe on Earth , ſhall be looſed in 
Heaven ; whereby hee gives to underſtand , that when any body is cut 
off from the Church, that thereby hee is not bercaved of all hope of falva- 
tion, but that hee can bee looſed againe from the bond of his coademnation. 
Therefore, ſeeing God doth declare in his Word, that hee hath no pleaſure 
in the death ofa ſinner , but that hee bee converted and live; the Church in li- 
ke maner hath hope of the converſion of the excommunicated ſinner, and 
keepes her boſome open to receive againe the penitent 3 therefore doth the 
Apoſtleexhort, 1 Cor. 5. that the Corinthian (whom hee had declared, ſhould 
have beene cutoff from the Church) bee received & comforted againe, ſeeing 
thar after hee had beene reprooved by many , hee was come to the knowled- 
ge of his finne , leaſt hee bee ſwallowed up by overmuch heavineſle, 2 Cor. 2. 
Secondly , Chriſt in the forenamed place doth teach, that the ſentence of ab- 
folution , which is pronounced to ſuch a penicent ſinner accordingto the Word 
of God, isaccounted ſtedfaſt and firme with the Lord, therefore ought no 
body who doth uprightly repent, make any queſtion but that hee is received 
of _ , as Chriſt ſaych Joh. 2. Y/hoſe innes yee remit, to thoſe they are re- 
mitted. 

To come therfore to the buſineſle in hand , I afke you N. whether you 
declare heere before God and his Church from your heart, that you are truely 
ſorry for your ſinnes and obſtinacy, for which you have moſt juſtly beene cut 
. off from the Church; and whether you doe unfeignedly beleeye that God 
hath forgiven and doth forgive your ſinnes for Chriſt his ſake, and therefore 
are deſirous to bee received againe into the Church, -to carry your ſelfe from 
henceforth in all piety according to.the Word of God? 

Anſwer. Yea. 

Heereupon ſhall the Miniſter ſay further. 

Wee, in the name of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt , being met heere , declare 
you N. to bee looſed from the bonds of Excommunication, and pronounce 
you to ſtand againe in the fellowſhip of the Church , the holy Sacraments, 
and all other ſpirituall bleſſings and benefits which God hath promiſed, and 
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makes good to his Church; in which the eternall God preſerve you through 
his onely begotten Sonne Jeſus Chriſt. Amen. 

Reſt therefore aſſured , beloved Brother , that the Lord hath received 
you againe in mercy: bee carefull to take heed of the ſubtile temptations of 
Sathan, and the wickedneſle of the world , that you fall not againe into ſinne. 
Love the Lord Jeſus Chrift, for many ſinnes are forgiven you. 

And yee beloved Chriſtians, receive this Brother with hearthy affeR&ion ; 
rejoyce that hee who was dead, is madealive againe: who was loſt, is found 
againe : rejoyce with the Angels in Heaven over this ſinner, who repenteth : 
holde him no longer as one who is a ſtranger, but a fellow Citizen of the Saints, 
and of the houſhoulde of God. And whereas we can have no good thing 
from our ſelves , letus bleſle the Lord for this his mercy, and Farcher call 
upon his name. 


Racious God and Father , wee bleſſe thee throuch Teſus Chriſt, that 
thou baſt given tothus our fellow brother repentance to life; and us cauſe 
 torejoyce in his converſion : wee pray thee , aſſure him more and more of the forgj- 
veneſſeof his ſinnes, that hee may receive fulneſſe of joy, and greater willingneſſe 
zo ſervethee. And whereas hee hath offended many by his ſinne , graunt that hee 
may edify many by his converſion , and that hee may walke m thy wayes ſtedfaſtly tg 
the end ; and let us learne by his example , that there 1s mercy with thee, that thog 
nayeft bee feared, and eſteeming him our fellow brother , and coheyre of eternal 
life , may ſerve thee togetherwith a child ike feare and obedience all the dayes of 
cur life , through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, in whoſe name wee conclude our Prayers , 
/aying : Our Father, &c. 


—_ 
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For the Confirmation of the Miniſters of the Word. 


After Sermon and Praycrs ended, the Miniſter ſhall ay thus-t6 
the people. IEP 


Eloyed Brethren ; It is knowen toyou, how that wee three ſeverall times 
B have propounded unto you the. name of our fellow Brother N. heere pre- 
tent; to ſee if there was any body who had any thing againſt him eyther in 
| doQrine or life, whereby hee might bee hindred from being confirmed in the 
Miniſtery of the Word ; ſeeing now that. no body hath ſhewed any lawfull 
exception againſthis perſon, therefore are we now, inthe name of the Lord ,. 
. to proceed to his Confirmation. For which cauſe youN. andall yee whoare 
preſent,, 
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preſent, are to hearken to aſhort declaration touching the inſtitution and worke 
of che Paſtour, or Miniſter ofthe Word. 

W here in the firſt place youare toobſerye; That God our Heavenly Father 
having purpoſed to call and aſſemble out of ſinfull mankinde a Church to ever- 
laſting life, ufeth heere unto out of his ſingular grace, the miniſtry of men 
therefore faith Pay/, That Chriſt hath.given ſome to bee Apoſtles, ſome to 
bee Prophets, ſome Evangeliſts, ſome Paſtoursand Doors for the perfeCting 
of the Saints, for the. worke of his ſervice; namely, theedification of the body 
of Chriſt. Out of which wee ſee thatthe Apoſtle ſaith, that , among others, 
the Paſtors Office isan inſtitution of Chriſt. ; 

Now, what belongs to. his holy Office, wee can cafily ſce our of the very 
name given unto it; for as the charge of a common Shepheard isto feed the 
flocke committed unto his charge , to leade, rule, and protect the ſame, ſo 
181t with the ſpiritual Paſtours, which are ſet over the Church of God, which 
God eſteemes as ſheepe of his Paſture. The paſtures wherewith theſe Sheepe 
are to beefed, is nothing. elſe but the preaching of the Word of God, with 
the ſervice of Prayer, and adminiſtration .of the Sacraments; the ſame Word 
of God is alſo the ſtaffe wherewtth the flocke is lead and ruled ; conſequently 
the office of the Paſtours and Miniſters of the worde of God confiſtsheere in: 

Fir ; That they faithfully propound the Word of God contained in the 
writings of the Prophets and Apoſtles , and apply the ſame both in generall 
and particular to the edification of the hearers , inſtructing , admoniſhing , 
comforting and reprooving , according to every ones neceflity ; preaching con- 
verſion to God, and reconciliation with him through faith in Chriſt, as alſo 
refuting with the worde of God all errours and hereſies which are repugnanc 
to ſound Do@rine. All this is plainly diſcovered unto us in holy Seripture ; 
For the Apoſtle Pau ſaith, That theſe labour in the Word; andelſwhere hee 
faith, That this ought to bee done according to the rule of Faith, and that a 
Paſtor muſt hold faſt that faithful and fincere word which 1s according to 
DoQrine, and divide it aright : alſo, hee that prophecyeth (that is , who 
teacheth Gods word) ſpeaketh to-edification , admonitionand confideration. 
In another place, hee doth put himſelfe as a patterne to Paſtors, declaring that 
hee openly and in houſes hath taught , and teſtified the converfion toGod and 
Faithin Jeſus Chriſt. But wee reade in an eſpeciall manner a true deſcription 
of the Office and: Miniſtery of the Goſpell, 2. Cor. 5. wherein the Apoltle 
ſpeakes after this manner : All. things are of God, who hath reconciled usto 
himſelfe through Jeſus, Chriſt, and hath given to us (namely tothe Apoſtles 
and Paſtours) the miniſtery,of reconciliation, towit , That God wasin Chriſt, 
reconciling the world unto himſelfe, not imputing their treſpaſſes untothem , 
and hath commited to us the word of reconciliation. Now then, weearc 
Ambaſſadors for Chriſt, as though God did beſeech you by us, weepray you 


in Chriſts ſteadto þee reconciled to God. 
TT Touching 
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Touching refutation of unſound dottrine faith the Apoſtle ro T:ztus, Chap. 1. 
yerſ[. 6. That a Miniſter muſt holde faſt the faithful word of God, that hee 
may bee able by ſound doQtrine to convince the gainfayers. 

Secondly, The office of the Paſtour is publiquely to invocate the name of 
God in the behalfe of the whole aſſembly. For what the Apoſtles ſaith, We 
will give our ſelves to prayer, and the Miniſtery of the Word; the ſame is 
common to theſe Paſtors with the Apoſtles: ro which end the Apoſtle Paul 
thus exhorteth 7;morhy. Wherefore Iexhort, that Supplicarions, Prayers, 
intercefſions, and giving of Thankes bze made for all men, for Kings, and 
for all in Authority, 

Thirdly, Their order is to adminiſter the holy Sacraments which the Lord 
hath ordained and inſtituted as a ſeale of his grace; as appeareth out of the 
Commandement which Chriſt hath given to his Apoſtles andinthemto all 
the Paſtours; Baptize them in the name of the Father , and of the Sonne, and 
of the holy Ghoſt. In like manner; I received of the Lord that whichTI alſo 
delivered unto you. The Lord Jeſus in the night , &c. 

Fourthly , The office of the Miniſter of the Word, is to keepe the Church 
in gooddiſcipline, and to rule themafrer that manner which the Lord hath or- 
dained. For Chriſt having ſpeken of Chriſtian reproofe, ſaith thus to his 
Apoſtles, What you ſhall binde on Earth , ſhall be bound in Heayen : and 
Paul will have Minifters to bee able to governe their owne houles well, becauſe 
otherwiſe they ſhould not bee able to governe well the Church of God. For 
this cauſe alſo the Paſtors are called Houſholders of God, and Biſhops, That 
x, Overſeersand Warchmen ; for they have the inſpeCtion of che Houſe of 
God, wherein they converſe, to theend that all things may bee done decently 
andinorder , and that they open and ſhut with the Keyes, committed unto 
them, the Kingdome of Heaven, according to the charge given unto them 
of God. 

Our of theſe things it doth appeare, what an honourable worke the Paſto- 
rall office 1s, ſeeing that ſuch great things are done by the ſame ; yea, how ne- 
ceſſary it isto men for the ſalvation of their ſoules : which is the reaſon alſo, 
why God would have this office allwayes to remaine. For thus ſpeakes Chriſt 
to his Apoſtles, when hee ſends them abroad to exerciſe this funQtion ; Loe, 
Iam with you to the end of the world. 

W here wee ſee, that his will and pleaſure is, that this holy office ſhould 
bee kept and maintained alwayes upon earth, unto the endof the world; for, 
thoſe perſons to whom hee ſpake, can not live tothe endofthe world , and 
therefore Pau/cxborteth Timorhy, that hee would commend that which hee 
heard of him to faithful men, who are able toteach alſo others; and to this 
end alſo hee ordained 7x5 to bee a Paſtor, and commanded him that hee 
ſhould ordaine Biſhops and Elders inevery place. 

For as much therefore , as wee, to the maintaining of this office in the 
Church 


Of Confirmation of Miniſters. | 37 
Church of God, arenow to ordaine a new Miniſter of the Word ; and having 
ſufficiently ſpoken of the charge thereof ; Therefore you N. are to anſwer to 
that which ſhall beepropounded unto you, that ſoit may appeare to every one 
that you are minded thusto receive this charge. | 

Firft, I aske you, whether you feele in your heart that you are lawfully 
_ of the Church , and conſequently of God thimfelte., to this holy 
office ? | 

Secondly, Whether you hold the Scriptures ofthe Old and New Teſtament 
to bee the onely Word of God, and perfeft Dottrine to ſalvation, and whe- 
ther you rejett all opinions which are repugnant tothe ſame ? 

Thirdly , Whether you promiſe todiſcharge your office faithfully according 
to the ſame Dottrine, and to adorne your Dottrine with a godly lite ; ſubmir- 
ting your ſelfe to the admonition of the Church, if you ſhould come to miſcar- 
ry eyther in DoQrineorlife, according to the received order of the Churches ? 
Heereupon hee ſhall anſwer; yea, from my heart. 
| Then ſhall the Miniſter, who demandeth theſe queſtions of him, or an 
other, 1fthere bee more then one, lay his hands upon him; and fay thus: 
NOTA. Thu Ceremony /hall not bee uſed inthe Confirmation of thoſe, who 

have beene in the « Miniſtery before. 

God our heavenly Father, who hath called you to this holy Office, enligh« 
ten you by his holy Spirit, ſtrenghten you by hisgrace, and ſo governe you 
in your Miniſtery, that you may walke therein fruitfully as you ought, to the 
gloly of his Name , and enlargement of the Kingdome of his Sonne Jeſus 
Chriſt 5 LAMEN, 

Afﬀcerwards ſhall the Miniſter fromthe Pulpit admoniſh the Miniſter Confir- 
med, andthe whole Church in following manner. 

Take heed therefore, beloved Brother and fellowſervant in Chriſt, unto 
your ſelfe, and ro the whole flocke, over which rhe holy Ghoſt hath made 
you Ovcrſeer, tro feed the Church of God. which hee hath purchaſed with 
his owne blood: Love che Lord Chriſt, and feede his ſheepe, taking over- 
- fight thereof not by conſtraint, but willingly ; not for filchy lucres ſake, but 
with a willing minde; not as being Lord over the people of God, committed 
toyou; butasone whois madea patterne tothe flocke; beean exampleto the 
faithfull, in Word, in Doctrine, in love, in faith, in purity. Holdonin 
reading, admoniſhing, inſtructing ; neglect not the gift which is given unto 
you; beediligent that your progrelſe may bee made manifeſt in all. 

Take heed to the DoCtrine, and bee conſtant therein; beare patiently all 
ſufferings and oppreſſion as a good Souldier of Jeſus Chriſt. If you doe theſe 
things, you ſhal ſaye your ſelte, and thoſe that heare you; and when the chie- 
te Shepheard ſhall appeare , you ſhall receive the incorruptible crowne of 


glory. 
E 3 And 
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' Andyee, tidoved Chriſtians} receive this your: Miniſter ii the Lord with 
alljoy:;- and relpet; conhider that (od through him fpeakes toyou ; receive 
his word, which þge accordingto the Scripture ſhall declare unto:you : not as 
the wordeof man, but as it is the Worde of God : let the feerof thoſe who 
preach you the glad tidings of peace, bee welcome urta you: bee obedient to 
choſe who are ſet aver you in the Lord:, fop they watch faryeurſoulcsas thoſe 
who muſtgive an account there of , that they may doc it with joy and not with 
ſighes, for thisis notprofirable ro.you : if you doe theſe things, it ſhall come 
ro paſſe that the peace'of God ſhall' enter 1nto your houſes, and that receiving 
this man in the name ofa Prophet, yee ſhall receive the reward of a Prophet, 
and through his word: believing in Chriſt, ſhall inherit eternall life through 
Chriſt. "oy 
Yet ſeeing no manis of himſelfe fit for theſe things ; letus call upon the na- 
me of God. 


Ercifull Father , wee bleſſe thee, that thuu haſt beene pleaſed out of loſt 
'Þ max kyude, togather a Church to everlaſting life through the Miniſtery of 
man, and that thog haſt ſograciouſly provided a faithfull Miniſter for this Church 
mihis place: Weebeſeechthee, tot fit him more and more with thy Spirit tothe 
Minifdary to which thou halt called him; enlighten his minde to underſtand the holy 
Scriptures , give him utterance to publiſh the myſteries of the Goſpell with an 
undawunted ; furniſh. him with Wiſedome , to rale aright the people over 
whom thou haſt ſet him, andtokeepet hem. in Chriſtian peace, that ſothy Church 
may under his miniſtery encreaſe innumber and vertue : give him courage in all dif- 
ficulties and troubles which he may. meet with in his Miniſtery , that hee being 
ſtrenghthened through the comforts of thy. Spirit remaining ſtedfafily to the end , 
may berecerved with all thy faithfull ſervants into his Maſters joy. Graunt alſoto 
thus people : that they may carry themſelves a right towards this their Miniſter ; 
acknowledgimg him ſent of thee , receiving his dottrine with areverence , and ſub- 
mitting themſetves to. his exhortations, that ſo believing through his word they 
may bee made pattakers of everlafting life. Heare us , gracious Father , for 
thy deare Sonne his ſake , who hath taught us to pray after this manner, 

- OurPFather, &c. | 
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For the Confirmation of Elders and Deacons , when they are confirmed 
at the ſane time; ' and if Elders and Deacons bee confirmed a part , 
then Jhall this Forme bee uſud according to occafions. 


Eloved Chriſtians; you know that wee now at ſeverall times haye pro- 
pounded uto you the names of our fellow Brethren heere preſent , who 
are called to the Office of Elders and Deaconſſiip to this Church , roknow 
whether there bee any that hath any thing againſt them why they ſhould nor 
bee Confirmed in their Offices; ſeeing thar fo body is come before us, who 
hath brought any lawfull exception againſt them , rherefore wee are to goe on 
at this preſent with the Confirmation of the ſame; for thisend yeeN: N:, 
who are to bee confirmed, hearken firſt toaſhott Declaration concerning the 
. inſtitutionand the Offices of Elders and Deacons. 
; Concerning the Elders : it is to bee obſerved , that the name of Elders 
(which name is taken out of the Old Teſtament, and ſignifieth aperfon who 
is placed in an honourable Office of Government over others) is gtveiito two 
forrs of Perſons which ſerve in the Church of Chriſt. For che Apoftte faith , 
The Elders who rule well , are worthy of double honour, f Frally thoſe , 
who labour in the Word and DoQtitie: out of which it is manifeſt, that inthe 
Apoſtolicall Church there have beene two forts of Elders, where of the firſt 
have laboured in the Word and Dottrine, and the others not : the former 
were the Miniſters of the Word, the Paſtours who preach the Goſpel, admi- 
niſter the Sacraments, but the others who did not labour in the Word , yet 
ſerving the Church, had aſpeciall charge ; namely , that rhey tooke overſight 
of the Church, and with the Miniſter of the Worde did rule the fame. ' For 
after the Apoſtle Pau/had ſpoken Roz. 12. of the Miniſtery ofthe Word, as 
alſo of che Office of the Deacons, hee ſpeakes of this Office afterwards , ſaying : 
Hee that ruleth , let him doe it with all diligence , and ſo in an other place, 
1 Cor. 12. Among other Offices which God hark ordained inhis Church,” hee 
reckens Government : in ſo much that this ſorte'of Minifters, is given as ahelpe 
and aſſiſtance to the others who preach the Goſpell ; as in thc old Teſtament 
the Levites were ioyned to the Prieſts in the common ſervice of the Tabernacle, 
to bee helpersunto them in thofe things, which the Prieſts aloneconldnotper- 
forme, Cr nn diſtin& offices: Beſides this , it is ne 
ceſlary that to the Miniſters of the Word ſuch men be joyned'in the Govern- 
ment of the Church; that all Lording and Tyfanny , which can creepe in 
ſooner ifthe Governmentlyein the, hand of orie, orfew, may bee kept out of 
the Church ; & fo che Miniſters of the Word & the Elders make oy 
: | | | Alſlem- 


, , ' {+ 
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Aſſembly , being-as a Senate of the Church , and repreſenting the whole 
Church ; whereunto Chriſt had reſpe&t, when hee ſaith, Tel the Church, 
which can nor be meant of the Churchapart, but very well of thoſe, who by 
the Churchare choſen, to goyerne the ſame. 

The Office of the Elders, conſiſts herein. 

Firſt, Totake with the Miniſters of the Word the overſight of the Church 
committed unto them , carefully tolooke to it, that every one carry himſelfe 
arightin his Confeſſion, and in his Converſation : to admoniſh thoſe who 
carry themſelyes ſcandalouſly, and to take heed, fo much as lyes in them , 
thar the Sacramentsbee not prophaned, as alſo to deale with the penitent ac- 
cording to Chriſtian diſcipline, and to receive them againe into the boſome of 
che Church ; asis mane not onely our of the forenamed ſaying of Chriſt , 
buralſoout of other places of Scripture, t Cor. 5. 2 Cor. 12. wherein it is ap- 
parent that theſe things belong not co one: or a few, butto many, whoare 
ordained there unto. | 

Secondly , Whereas the Apoſtlc commandeth that among Chriſtians al 
things bee done decently and in order , and no body ought to miniſter in the 
. Church, but ſuch as are lawfully called there unto, according to Chriſtian 
Conſtitutions concerning the ſame; therefore it belongs alſo to the office of 
Elders, to take care thereof and of all things, w hich concerne the good eſtate 
of the Church, to aſliſt the Miniſter with their counſell and adviſe; yea, all 
Chriſtians with adviſe and conſolation. 

Thirdly, It belongs alſo to the charge of Elders tolooke tothe DoCtrineand 
lifeof the Miniſters of the Word, to theend all may bee ordered to the edifi- 
cation of the Church and that no ſtrange doCtrine bee propounded, accor- 
ding to that which wee reade Aft. 20 wherethe Apoſtle admoniſheth to watch 
diligently againſt che wolves who mighrcome into the ſheepfold of Chriſt; and 
that they may doe this the better, the Elders are bound to ſearch diligently 
the Sctiptures, and to exerciſc themſelves continually in meditating of the 
Myſteries of the faich. | 

Concerning the Deacons ; ofthe Originall and inſticutioa thereof wee may 
read AQ. 6. where wee find, that in che beginning the Apoſtles themſelves 
did ſerve the poore, at whoſe feet were laid downe the Price of thoſe goods 
that were ſold , and by whom diſtribution was made to every oneaccording 
to his need ; but whenafterwards therearofe a murmuring , becauſe the wido- 
wes of the Grecians were negle&cdin the daily miniſtration, therefore there 
were eleted (by the adviſe of the Apoſtles) men who ſhould make it thx.c 
worke to ſerve the poore, that ſo the Apoſtles might give themſelves conti-' 
nually to prayer & miniſtery ofthe Word ; and this hath beene kept fromthor 
time forwardin the. Church,” as doth appeare Rom. 12. where the Apoſtic, 
ſpeaking of this Oſſice, ſaith ,. that thoſe who diſtribure, ſhall doe it with ſin- 
cerity ; and 1 Cor, 12: ſpeaking.of helpers , hee doth thereby O_— 

thoſe 
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by the Church rohelpe the pooreintheir necefficics. 
ut of which places it doch ſufficiently appeare what belongs tothe Office of 
che Deacons; namely, © * | 


_ © Firft, Thatthey Collett and keepe with all fairhfulnefſe and diligence the. 
- Goods which are given _ _ ; yea, to doe their utmoſt:endeavours, 
f be foun 


that many helpersn out for the reliefe of the paore. 

' The ſccondipart of their Office, confiſtsin the diſtribution, wherein is nor 
onely requized diſcretion and prudence, to givethealmes to none but where 
there is need; bur alſo ſimplicity and cheerefulngſle to diſtribute the almey_ 
with" an” hearty affeftion to the poore , according to that of the Apoſtle 

+12. - 1 Cor. 12. For which cnd.it is neceſſary that they doe nor onely 
ye the poore with outward giftes, ' but alſo with comfortable words out of 
-he Word of God... - | | 


\>/Ta-the end therefore, beloved Brethren N. N.,. that every one may ſee 


lat you are willing to take upon you the forenamed Offices, every onein his 
{ace you ſhall give anſwer to that which ſhall beepropounded unto you. 


 $ib#r, I aſke you both Elders -and:Deacons, . whether you doe not feele in 


yourhearts:that you are lawfully talled to theſe holy Offices, cach to his, .by. 
the Church, and conſequently by God himſelfe ? | . 

Secondly, Whether you hold the Scriptures of the Old and New Teſta- 
ment-to be the onely Word of God, .and the perfe&t DotGtrine to ſalyation 


W hether yoUpiwurniſt ts poofnomeyour Ofkecs aveticyt have beene 
now Jdeifcrbad.wirch Al airhfulneſſe according to your power ? Yee Elders 
N..N. asn'the Governement of the Church with the Miniſters of the Word; 
-andyccDeacons N: N: inthe Miniftring to-the poore. Further, Doe yee 
——_— together , tocarry yourſelves in all Godlmeſſe; ſubmitting yeue 

ves;alſ>'ta the admonition of the Church , incaſe you ſhould:came to 
amiſcarry? Heereupon yee ſhall anſwer, Yea. | 

Whereupon the eMinifter shall jay, 

_ The Almighty God and Father give unto go all hisgrace, that you may 
yalkein your Offices faithfully and fruitfully. Amen. ll 
«2nd whall further admonisb them as alſo the whole Church, in this fol- 
LIL re:yee Elders, be diligent in governing the Church, which with 
the Miniſters of the Words. is:committed unto you. Bee-alſo:Watchmen 
over the Houſe and City of God, to admoniſh every onefaithfully, and to 
wwarnethemof their perdition. Take heed that the purity of DoQrine and 
-Godlineſſe of life be maintaynedin the Church. bo 0 
A And yceDeacons, 15 x ColleQtingof the almes, prudent and cheo- 
cefull in. diſtributing of the ſame, Aſſiſt the opprefied, Felieve the reue wie 
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#0 the Rich Uiberalt hearts towardithe puire, and\ta he poore 
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dowes and otphans ſkew mnercifulngſe toall, but eſpecially eo the houſhold 
6. Faith... | 4 Wig 

| Bee yeeall faithfull in your Ofices, and keepe the myſteries of faith ina 
pure: confcience, and bee good examples in — to the people. . In ſo 
doing you ſhall get to yourſelves a good degree, and much cheerefulnefle in 
the faith of Chriſt, and heereafter eriter into your Maſtersjoy. -.. 6 


On the other fide, Beloved Chriſtians, receive theſe perſons as ſervants 


of Chriſt; count the Elders who diſcharge wel their Office, worthy of double 


honour, give your ſelves willingly to their overfight and governement. Pre» 
vide etodincanceforthe Deacons to the reliefe of thepoore. Boe liberall yee 
rich, give thanckfully, and'contribute willingly. And yee-poore, _ 
in ſpirit, andicarry your ſeives refpe&tfully rowards thoſe who provide'for 
you, bethankfull cowards them and murmure not ; follow Chriſt Garthe food 
of your foutes, :and riot for tlie loaves. 'Hee who hath'ſtolen (or beene bur- 
denſome: to-his-neighbour) ſteale no more, but worke with his hands, that 
hee may give to:thofe whoare in warit: If yee doe this, mmm 
belongs "to: him, yee ſhall 'recerve of the Lord'the wages of ti incllg 
= _ wecate notable of our'felves todoethis, [letuscallupon the Name 
of our God. | | IEP 


Lird God, Hedventy Father, wee thanke thee that; for the better edifien- 

tion of thy Church, -thdu- haft beene:pleaſed:to onidainerwith the imneſtere ff 

the Word," Ratcrs and Holpere, byrenhang Hhey Chorets may ve Rept in pours and 
proſperity, ' and the poore bee 'mamiained; ' and that: thou hdfi given as meothis 
place men of good teſtirutnies,, who are fiurnished with thySperit. 'Woee beſroth 
thee give anto'thew more and more fuch  gifter 45 are neceſ/ary fon then inrthatr 
wftrations, the gift of Wiſtdome, of kr ame 
that faeach of them may carry. himſelfe' aright in bus Office : the Eldws,cmre- 


king a carefull overſight of the dotritie of tife, iu krepmg ont of the Sheopefatl 
of Chrit? all wolves, andin'reprovomg and Aonirbingall payne who aregoeing 
Fecery 9 l 


efirgy - In like manner the'Deacons,' in'a dils | 
| elfrobating of the atmes 16 the poore, arid m comforting of the fameexvith vhy 
holy Word. Give ghaceboth ts the ktders.and\ Deacons, ths abepnny perſevere 
in their faithfull labour ; and not shrincke or grow weary throug b-any crouble tr 
Zainei, voy of thOwinld. ::Greant a/fo thy: pecials grate — over 
whom tbyard fet-,. that: theyrmay fubmit themſelves willingly to oy 6xhor- 
trations ofthe Elders, ' countewg themnavorthy of heanur fortherr Office fake 3 67 


ann 

/ h q beards 

towards thoſe who are helpefult>rorthent, 'and' ſerve them; 'thus fd \vorry ove 

cartying : bintſelft aright m: bis 'Qffite>, | thy holy. Name may bte'mapnified. 

end the Kivgdoniey/ thy Some Jefed Chrii? ag" 
| PE #46 c 


© 


« 05 - 


Of Celebration of Alwiags: .*'  _ 
ther forme of Projer which bee heath tanght ua; Ouc 
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chade our Prayer with 
Father, &c, 


8: V5. 
For the Confirmation of Marriage before the Charch. 


7 - w__ 


Ecing that married Perſons are by reaſon of ſinne ſubjeX& to many miſeries 
and croſſes, tothe end that you N :'andyouN:.( _—_ deſire heere open» 
ly to have yout marriage-bond confirmed in the Name of God before his 
Church) may bee aſſured in your heart ofthe aſſiſtance of God in your croſſes, 
therefore hearken out of the Word of God, how honourable the married eſtate 
is, and chat it isan ordinance of God which is pleaſing to him : thereforealſo 
will hee bleſſe and afliſt married perſons, according to his promiſe; on the 

cantrary , puniſh the whoremongers and adulterers. 

Firft, theretore yee ſhall know , that God our Father (after hee had crea- 
ted the Heaven, the Earth, and all that is therein) hath alſo created man af- 
ter his Image , that hee might be Lord oyer all the beaſts of che Field, the 
fiſhes in the Sea, and the birds of che Are : and after hee had created man), 
hee ſayd, It w not good that man Should bee alone, 1 will make him « belpe meet 
for him; and the id Sad c d a dee ſleep ta fall on Adam and hee 
ſlept ; and hee tooke one of his Ribbs , and cloſed up the fleſh inſtead thereof, 
and the Ribb which the Lord God had taken from Man , made hee a woman , 
and brought her unto-the Man. And Adam ſaid, This is now bone of my bones, 
and flesh of my flech, shee shall bee called Woman, becauſe thee was taken of 
Man; therefore ſhall a man leave his Father and his Mother, and ſhall cleaye 
unto his Wyfe, and chey twaine ſhall be one fleſh. 

T herefore yee are not to doubt but the maried eſtate doth pleaſe the Lord 
God ; for he hath made Adam his wite, brought her unto him; and given her 
to bimto be#his wife: thereby wittneſling , that hee to this day doth bring , 
as with his hands, to every man bis wife: for this cauſe alſo the Lord Jelks 
Chriſt hath honoured this cſtare with his preſence, giftes, and miracles in 
Cana of Ga/ie, ſhewing thereby that the married cſtate is to bee kept honou- 
rably, and chat bee will alliſt rhe marixd perſons, yea then  - when they lealt 
ot all are thinking upon it. | 

But that yee may hive godly in thiseſtate, you muſt know the reaſons whe- 
refore God hath inſtituted the lame. ' aye 
- The firſt Reaſen, is; that each other faithfully aſſiſt ong another in allakiogs 
chat belong to this fe, and a beter, _ ys $49 4 
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Of Celtbration of Mariage. TI 


knowledge and feare of God, to his glory, and their ſalvation. 
_ Thirdly, that each of them avoiding all uncleanneſſe and luſts, may live 
with agood and quiet conſcience. For to avoyd fornication, letevery man 


haye his owne wife, *ahd every wife her owne husband 3 wfomuch thar all who. 


the Command of God, to enter into the married eſtate; with knowled 
and conſent of Parents, or Tutors and Friends, that fo the Temple of Go 
which is our body , may not bee defiled, for, whoſoever defileth the Tem- 
ple of God, him ſhall God deſtroy. 6 

Next, you are to know, how cach is to carry himſelfe towards the other, 
according to the Word of God. | 


are come to their __ and have not the gift of continence, are bound by 
E 
3 


" Firf?, you who are the Husband, ſhall know, that God hath ſet you to 


bee the head of your wife, that you, according to yourability, ſhall lead hee 
with diſcretion, inſtrufting, comforting, protefting her, as the head rules 
the body ; yea. as Chriſt is the head, wiſedome, conſolation and aſliſtence 
to his Church: beſides, you are to love your wiſe, as Chriſt hath loved his 


| Church; you ſhall not be bitter againſt her, but dwell with herasa man of un. 


derſtanding giving honour to the wife as the weaker veſlell, conſidering that 
Yee are joynt heires of the grace of life, that your prayers bee not hindered : 
And ſeeing it is Gods Command that the man ſhall eate his bread in the ſweat 
of his face, therefore you are to labour diligently and faithfully in the calling 


wherein God hath for you, that you may maintains yuut lwnſhold honeſtly 3. 


and hkewiſe have fome thing togive to the poore. 
In like manner ſhall you, who are the wife, know, how you are to carry 


' your ſelfetowards your husband, according tothe Wordof God: Youare to 


toye your lawfull Husband, to honour and feare him, asalſo to be obedient 
unto him in all lawfull things, as to your Lord, as the body is obedienc ro 
the head, and the Church to Chriſt. You ſhall not exerciſe any dominion 
over your Husband; but be ſilent ; for Adam was firſt created , and then Eve 
ro bean helpe to Adam; and after the fa}, God faid to Eve, and in her to all 
women; Your will ſhall bee ſubje& to your Husband: you ſhallnot reſiſt this 
ordinance of God, but bee obedient to the Word of God » and follow the 
examples of Godly women, who truſted: in God, and were ſubject co their 
Husbands ; as Sara was obedient to her Husband, calling him her Lord: You 
ſhall alfo bee an helpe to your Husband in all goodand lawfull things, looking 
to your family, and walke inall honeſty and vertue without workdly pride, 
that you may give an example to others of modeſty, 

herefore you N. and you N. having now underſtood that God hath in- 
ſtiruced Marriage, and what hee commands yow therein; are yee willing thus 
to carry your ſelyes in this holy eſtate, as you heere doe conteſle _ on 
x Ep -T%- : hriſtian 


. fall impediment. Further to the married perſons, ME 


full wife is bound to her Husband, according to the Holy Goſpcll? 
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- Of Celebration of Matiggh. 

Chriſtian aNſembly., .and are deſirous that you be confirmed in the fame? 
" Anſwer. Yea. . | BE h 
Whereupon the Miniſter ſhall fay to the Aſſembly , 

I take youall, whoare met heere, to witneſſes, that there is brought no law 


Seeing then it is fit that you be furthered in this your worke, the Lord God 
confirme your purpoſe, which hee hath given you ; and your beginning bein 
the Name of the Lord, who made Heaven and Earth. 


Heereupon they shall joyne hands together, and the Miniſter 
ſpeake eat to the Bridegroome. 


_*N. Doe you acknowledge heere before God, and this his holy Church, 
that you have taken, and doe take to your lawfull wife N. heere preſent, pro« 
miſting her never to torſake her, to love her, faithfully ro maintaine her, as a 
fairhfull and pious Husband is bound to doe to his lawfull wife ; that you will 
live holily,with her ; keeping faith and trueth to her in all things according te 
the Holy Goſpell? Anſwer. Yea. 


eAfterwards to the Bride; 


| N. Doe you acknowledge heere before God , and his holy Church, that 
you have taken, and doe take to your lawfull Husband N. promiſing to be 
obedient to him, to ſerve and aſſiſt him, never to forſake him, to live holily 
with him, keeping faith and trueth to him in all things, asapiousand faith» 


Anſwer. Yea. 


Then the Miniſter shall /ay; 

The Father of mercies, who hath called you our of his mercy tothis holy 
eſtate of Marriage, knit you together with true loye and faithfulneſſe, and 
give you his holy bleſſings. Amen. 

Hearken now how firme this bond of Marriage is, as Hatth. deſcribes it , 
Chap. 19. Verſ. 3.4. 5.6- 7.8. 9. | 

The Phariſees came unto Chriſt, tempting him, and ſaying unto him ; Is 
it lawfull for a man to put away his wife for eyery cauſe? and Hec anſwered, 
and ſaid untothem:. Have yee not read, that hee which made them at the be-" 
innings made them Male and Female? and ſaid ; For this cauſe ſhall a Man 

eave Father and Mother, and ſhall cleave to.his Wife; and they twaine ſhall 

be one fleſh: wherefore they are no more twaine , but one fleſh. What theres» 
fore God hath joyned together, let no man put a ſunder. They fayd unto 
him ; 'Why did Mo/es then command to give a Writing of divorcement, and 
$0 put her away? Hee ſaid, unto them; Hoſes, becauſe of the hardneſſe of 
| | your 
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you Beds; Taffered you to pucaway your wives, but from the beginning it 
= wasnotſo: and I ſay unto <> _s ſhall put away his wifeexceptic 
=Y * #Yeefbr fornicar i108 , arid-thall marry arorthtr , commitrreth adulcery ; and who 
-- ingeriech her which is pucaway, doch commit adultery. | | 
E- © Afﬀerwardsſhall the Miniſter command the marricd perſons to kneele dow 
”  w6; andethortthe Church co pray for them. 


, . 
-Lmighty God, who shewwef? thy power and goodneſſe in all thy workes and 

\ ordinances, who ha#? ſayd from the beginning that it 1s not good that Man 
Should bee alone , and for that cauſe haſt made a helpe meet for him, and haſt or- 
dained that theſe two should bee one; who alſo doeft pumish all uncleaneſſe ; wee 
beſeech thee , ſeeing thou haf#? called theſe two perſons to the State of Marriage, 
#nd knit them together, that thou wilt give unto them thy holy Spirit , that they 
may live bolily together with a true and firme faith, according to thy holy Name, 
and ſet themſelves again all manner of ſmne. Bleſſe them, O Lord, as thos 
Bteſſeft thoſe faithful Fathers, thy friends and Servants, Abraham, Ifaack, 
and Jacob, that being partakers of that Covenant which thou confirmeſt to thoſe 
thy Servants , they may beget holy Children, and educate them in a godly manner , 
to the honour of thy holy Name , tothe edification of thy Church , and propagation 
* of the Goſpel. Heare ns, Father of all mercyes, throu 


h Feſus Chrift, thy deare 
Somme, our Lord and Saviour , in whoſe name wee pray Airiher » Qur Father, &c. 


Hearken now unto the promiſe which God made 
in the 128 Pſalm. 


Bleſſed is hee who feareth the Lord, and walketh in his wayes; for thou 
ſhalt eat the labor of thine hands: happy ſhalt thou be, and it ſhall be wel with 
thee. Thy wife ſhall be as a fruitfull Vine by the ſides of thine houſe ; thy 
Children like olive-plants round about thy Table. Behold, thus ſhall the 
man be bleſſed that feareth the Lord : the Lord ſhall bleſle thee out of Zion, and 
thou ſhalt ſee the good of Fers/alem all the dayes of thy life : yea, thou ſhalt 
ſee thy childrens children, and peace upon 1/raet. 


Our bleſſed Lord God fulfill your hearts with his grace, and graunt , 
that yee may live long together in all picty and holineſle, 


A M E N. 


